( 7 & Ch .Niatlonw:de_

oursm LPAGHS"

NIGKY SUMM

Tells us about Sunderland’s push for theﬂnLWMI._ ‘
LOOKING 70 THE FUTURE

. PHIL CANNON

y $ us his view on Youth Development

ﬁmmnalv Us

‘ Nationwide




= Tickets =
| |uvEEVENT wiTHIg - _ 767 :';-'-

| /@ Nationwide| 21

1




| April 10th 1999

~ Quinn’s Quotes

Manager Jlm Qumn gives his |
views on recent events.

€€ After the result on Monday it just goes
to show that three days is a long time in
football, and | was delighted
with the response to
. Saturday’s defeat. 33

The Visitors

Find out all Ihe Iatest news on today S

opponents, Birmingham City. Trevor Francis
and his team will be battling for a
promotion spot.

~ Nicky Summerbee___

“We had some great managers to play for,
from Lou Macari all the way through to
John Gorman when | was there.”

26 |World Football

Atletico Madrid have offered Italy’s
Alessandro Del Piero 70 hillion lire
($41 million) to join them.

All the best shots from our last away
game with Huddersfield Town...
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A week ago we were here for
what tumed out to be a pretiy
disappointing match
against Ipswich.

We hope that today Jim Quinn's side
can reproduce the form they showed up
at the McAlpine stadium on
Easter Monday.

It was frustrating to see Craig Taylor
sent off after only five minutes and
Ipswich took full advantage, scoring from
the spot and adding four more against the
depleled Town side. Ipswich looked a real
classy outfit and it seems like they could
hold on to the second automatic
promotion place, so it was always going
1o be difficuft.

The next game away at Huddersfield
came quickly, which was good because
the club didn't have time to refiect on the
Ipswich match too much and the team
responded like everyone needed them fo.
It was only the second time this season
that Huddersfield had been beaten at
home in the League, so there is every
reason to be positive about today's game

'and hope that Swindon will grind out
another valuable three points. The thres
points away at Huddersfield took Swindon
nearer to making sure we avoid the drop,
s0 everyone here today should be upbeat
about going into our last six games of

the season.

The last home game saw the launch of
our new Supporters' Club. Pictured below
are the first members of the new scheme
receiving their membership cards from
Michae! Wilks, the Chairman of the new
Supporters' Club. The first members are
(left to right) Helen and Patrick Parkin
from Famborough, who are the new
generation of Swindon fans. and Cecil
Green, the President of Swindon Town
Football Ciub.

Today we welcome Trevor Francis and
his Birmingham side. This season the
Blues have performed well and is another
big club looking to do itself justice and
eam a place in the top flight. it has been

too many years since the Blues fell out of
the old First Division but they have failed
to regain that status after many attempts.
This season, hiowever, seems to be their
bast chance in yaars because Trevor
Francis has a falented side putting
together the consistency of results that
has eluded them for so long. Today they
will be hoping to bounce back and push
for promotion after a disappointing loss
on Easter Monday.

We would like to welcome Travor
Francis and his players plus all the
supporters, directors and staff who have
travelled down from Birmingham.

ogiaiats

« Chairman: RIKKI HUNT » Vice Chairman: CLIFF PUFFETT

« Directors: PETER ARCHER, WiLLIE

E CARSON O.B.E., PETER GODWIN CB.E., MICHAEL SPEARMAN, Sir SETON WILLS Bt. =

« Director of Foothall: RIKKI HUNT = President: C } GREEN « Direclor of Finance: STEVE JONES »

» Manager: JIM QUINN

= Youth Team Manager: TOM JONES »

« Assistant Manager: MikE WALSH « Reserve Team Manager: ALAN McDONALD
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against Birmingham City.

In our last two games we basically
summed up what we've been doing all
season - we are a bit like Jekyll and Hyde.
An exiremely disappointing performance
and a record defeat at home one minuie
and an impressive away win the next.

We had worked really hard for two
weeks in preparation for the Ipswich
match but we didn't give ourselves a
chance. it was going to be an extremely
difficult match even before Craig was
sent off and when you play against an
in-form team that is pushing for
; promotion it was going fo be a case of
[ shutting up shop, but we couldn't do that
for 85 minutes. | would have preferred to
be 1-0 down with 11 men, than with 10,

but in all the hard work
you do you can't

that.

Hello and welcome back to the
County Ground for today's match :

Everybody knows that you can't handle
the ball in the box because you will get

: punished one way or another. | was

i pleased with the effort some of the lads

¢ made - they seemed well up for it. |

i thought Iffy had a good game and Ty done
¢ well but unfortunately we committed

i suicide at the back and we had a

:  mountain to climb after five minutes.

i When you give goals away early on it

i breeds confidence in your opponents and
i it was going to be a case of damage

: limitation. The hardest thing for me to

i understand is that no one has scored

! againsi us where we can hold our hands up
i and say ok that was a quality goal, but we
make it too easy for teams to score goals.

We only had one day's rest before we

i travelled to Huddersfield. We knew we

i had to defend better as a team and

: remain positive because our destiny is in

i our own hands. | had to stay positive and

i show a bit of leadership and | made some
legislate for :

changes that | thought might help

{ matters. | thought Brian Borrows could do
: wilh a rest because | think he would

i admit that he hasn't been on top form

: lately. We reorganised and planned like

i we have been doing and hoped that we'd
: getsomething out of the game.

After the result on Monday it just goes
to show that three days is a long time in
football and | was delighted with the
response to Saturday’s defeat. | told the

slmwsomepndeandsomepassmnrf

i Across the back | thought we looked quite
: solid. Des was terrific at right wing back,
i the three in the middle worked well

i together and | thought Ty, despite carrying
¢ a bit of a abdominal problem, was man of
i the match for me. iffy and Shayne worked
¢ well together up-front and Shayne wasn't
i far away from getting his first goal for us;
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1 think he's going to be a very good
player. They had to work hard as a team
and got the three much-needed points,
which is the important thing. If we played
like that every week then | don't think we
would be far off the prometion places.

Overall, | think if you had offered me
three points going in to the Easier
weekend, at this stage of the season, |
would have taken it because we need all
we can get at the momentand itis a
positive step towards safety.

Today we entertain Birmingham. We all
know it's going o be another very difficult
match and we will have to be on our
mettle again like we were against
mmwmmaMm
ﬂwlrpmfmﬁmmallmga This will be a

realtestforourdefmhecwse

wemngeiarasuﬁbmn&nt

i nmpaslm:mﬂuimeralegahm places.

. lads before the game that we needed to 5:_:{:1’”'31"3‘6",

Tuesday 13th April
_|||g This rescheduled
e+ fidure will provide

;i’ an opportunity for :
anather away win! :
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After an impressively steady season, Birmingham have
settled comfortably into the First Division’s top six and,
with a strong looking squad at their disposal, seem
destined to finish among the Play-Offs at the

very least.

While Bradford City and Ipswich Town seem to be engaged in a
two-horse race to decide the second automatic promotion spot,
. Birmingham are poised on their shoulders, waiting for any slip
%1; up which might just allow them to sneak into the top two
'8  behind Champions-elect, Sunderland.
B Blues finished last season with an impressive run of just
oy three defeats from a fotal of 27 games, and they began the
8  cumrent campaign in much the same vein.
i Five wins and a draw in their opening seven fixtures saw
Al  Blues briefly top the table, but they slipped up in
Sl September, when three successive defeats saw them fall
off the pace a little. But they have since returned to form -
Easter Monday’s 2-1 home defeat by Watford was their
first reverse in nine games and only their second in 17.
In the shape of the powerful Dele Adebola and the
dangerous Peter Ndlovu - as well as 12-goal Paul Furiong
P - Blues possess one of the division's top strikeforces, and
it has been boosted by the recent arrival on loan of
Crystal Palace’s England U21 forward Lee Bradbury.
Meanwhile, the huge gap left by the depariure of Steve
Bruce from central defence has been mare than adequately
filled by the likes of Michael Johnson and England U21 cap
Darren Purse.

City’s last trip to this part of the world will bring back
;  happy memories for both Robins' and Blues’ supporters,

as Birmingham thrashed our friends and neighbours from

the Manor Ground 7-1 back in early December.
Meanwhile, a couple of months earlier, Trevor Francis’ side
had battled out a 1-1 draw with Swindon at St. Andrews -
the Blues’ goal coming courtesy of midfielder Chris
Marsden (now with Southampton).

Consistently referred to as a ‘sleeping giant’, Birmingham
have been enduring a doze of Rip Van Winkle proportions of
late and could finally be about to end a lengthy spell in the
doldrums with a welcome return to fop flight football.

They have gone close and failed several times in the past,
but this year their supporters will be hoping that - in the
words of their famous terrace anthem - City can keep
right on to the end of the road.

E
5
an-x
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IAN BENNETT

posiTioN: Goalkeeper

sorn: 10.10.71

AGE: 27

HEIGHT. 6t

PRevious cwus: Peierborough

Highly-rated keeper who is coveted
by several top fiight clubs, he suffered
a broken hand in the penultimate game
of last season and has struggled to
displace Kevin Poole this time around.
The first of many signings by former
manager Barryffy Be began at QPR
and also had a spe&at Newgastle
before moving to Mfm 5325 wo In
December 1983. ' ¥

KEVIN POOLE

PosiTioN: Goalkeeper
BORN: 21.07.63

©_johwSon in the fatler part of 1997/98.

: Hbleto play at lefi-back or in the

: centre, he has won England caps at
: U21 and ‘B' level. Joined Blues for
: £390,000 in June 1996.

SIMON CHARLTON

posiTion: Defender

BORN: 25.10.71
: AGE 26

..'fa..n..u

HEI&HT aft 81n

‘Paemous cws Southampton

Tuugh-'*ladding former Engtand Youth
international who likes to push forward
and get crosses into the box. A lefi-

bargain buy since moving to St

E Andrzws for £200,000 in January 1938.

JERRY GILL

: posiTion: Defender

AGE: 35
HelGHT. 51t 10in
PrRevious cwuB: Leicester City

Andrews on a free transfer on the eve of
the 1997/98 season as cover for lan
14_Bennert and ended up playing just one
me last term, when Bennett was
3 injured. A former Aston Villa trainee, he
.. has also played for Middlesbrough,
“I'‘Northampton and Hartiepool and has
established himself in the side this
time around.

GARY ABLETT

posmon: Central Defender
| BORN:19.11.65
i QAGE:33
HeiGHT Bft 2in_
P’REVIOUS CLUE Everton

. BORN: 08.09.70

HeIGHT: 5t 7in

: PReVIOus cwuB: Yeovil Town

Experienced stopper who moved to St

A late starter in League Football,

i Jerry had picked up England Semi-

: Professional caps before joining Blues
: for £30,000 in July 1997. Able to play
¢ in defence or midfield, he is a good

. passer of the ball who works hard for

© the team.

. posimion: Central Defeg

: Born: 08.11.68
! aGe: 30

: welGHT: 6ft 1in
- PREVIOUS CLUB.ShE
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: for the club in the 2-1 defeat at

: Watford op£aster Monday. One of

: foothalling twins - brother Dean is 2

: siriker with-Bolton - England U21 cap
: David is exceliefitin the zir and caim
¢ and skilful on the ball.

MICHAEL JOHNSON

. PoSITION! Dafender
: porN: 04.07.737

 AGe 28
- HeigHT: 5ft 11in B
: PRevious cLug: Notts County

Perhaps not surprisingly nicknamed

: 'Magic’. this speedy central defender

: formed a rock-solid parinership at the
: back with Steve Bruce Iast season.

: Able to use both feet and also powerful
: in the air he scored his first-ever goal

¢ for the club last season - v Sheff Utd -
: after more than 250 senior games.
sided defender or midfielder, Simonisa :
long-throw specialist who has proveda :

DARREN PURSE

: Posimion: Defender
: BORN. 14.02.77
i AGE 22
- HeigHT: 6ft 2in
: previous cuus. Oxford Utd

Signed in February 1998 as part of 2

: deal which took striker Kevin Francis

: to the Manor Ground, £700,000-rated

- England U21 star Darren was viewed

: as ‘one for the future’ by Trevor .

: Francis. But his excellent ball skifls
: and strength in the air earned him a

: regular first-team siot in the early part
: of 1998/99.

ahi _nuby GountymAugust
P




thg team

Chris
Holland

s

MARTYN OCONNOR

: posiTion: Midfield
: BORN: 10.12.67

: AGE: 31
. neigHT. 5ft 8in
: Previous cLue: Peterborough

CHRIS HOLLAND

posiTion: Midfield
sorn: 11.09.75

AGE: 23
HelGHT: 511 9in )
PREVIOUS cLui: Newcastle

¢ Local-born player who was spotied
: by Crystal Palace playing for

: Bromsgrove Rovers, before returning

: to the Midiands with a spell at Walsall
i and then joiing Peterborough.
Originafly tirried downa move to
StAndrews midway through 1995/36,

Creative mi i I

i has o England apa o ot and 1 buthen sghed for 400,000 in

U21 level and cost Blues £600,000. Aftera : November 1996. Has great stamina
brightstart to life.at St Andrews, Chris : and can operate right across midfield
mm“|ﬁmmm : oratthe back.

Reserves and has been in and out of the : .
seofiipie® % ¢ 1 DELE ADEBOLA
GRN"AM HYDE ? POSITION: . Forwatd

: BORN. 23.06.75

! AGE: 23

i HelGHT: 6ft 3in

'} PReVIOUS CLUB: Crewe

posiTion: Midfield
gorn: 10.11.70
AGE. 28

HEIGHT. 5 Bm
PREVIOUS cu_ua Sheff Wed

: Big, strong, quick striker who has

: made a huge impact since arriving in

: Birmingham for a cool £1 million in

¢ February 1998. Five goals in his first

: seven staris ensured him a hero’s

: welcome, and 13 in 35 so far this term
: makes him Blues' leading scorer.

: Recommended to the Nigerian national
: side by John Fashanu, Dele has been

: called up to the squad but has yet to
: figure for the ‘Super Eagles’.

Gritty, hard-working midfielder who
makes a valuable contribution in the
centre of the park. Previously with
Sheffield Wednesday, where he had
spent the whole of his professional
career, Graham moved to St. Andrews
in February 1999.

JON McCARTHY

posimion: Midfield/winger

BORN: 18.08.70

AGE: 28

- HeIGHT: 51t 8in

PREVIOUS CLUB: Port Vale

sornN.: 03. 07
AGE: 23

. A quick and skilful wide player who

* has won caps for Northern Ireland at
‘B’ and Full level. Shot to fame at Port  :
Vale, where his fast-raiding wing skills : j

: Crystal Palace until the end of the

: seasom; with a view to a possible

:/£400,000 pésmanent move in the

i': summer. Previpusly a £3 million buy

* : for Man Gity - from first club
: Portsmouth - Bradbury cost Palace
:/&4;5 million when he signed for Terry
‘J’é‘ﬂ"?e*eaﬂler ‘this season. He has
umn Engiand UZ1 caps.

. posimion: Forward

i BORN: 08.08.73

: AGE: 25

: HEIGHT. 51t Gin 7

: previous clue: Brentford

Made a bright start to life at St.

i Andrews, following his £700,000
 transfer in January 1997, but damaged
: knee ligaments quickly ruled him out
: of action for the remainder of 1996/97.
i Blessed with great pace and an eye for
: goal, he has suffered from the great

* i partnership enjoyed by Ndiovu,
: Furlong and Adebola but still has five
: goals to his credit this season.

: Other squad members include:

: Jonathan Bass (defender), Steve

: Robinson (midfield), Martin Grainger

! (midfield/utility), Bryan Hughes

! (midfield), James Dyson (defender),

: Howard Forinton (forward), Tony Hey

: (midfield - injured), Simon Marsh

: (defender), Simon Rea (defauier) Darren
: Wassall (defender - out injured, Achilles)
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PETER NDLOVU

posimon: Forward posiTion: Forward
eorn: 01.10.68 BORN: 20.02.73
ace: 30 ace: 26
HEIGHT: 6ft ~ nesHT 5ft 8in I?I‘I:grvu
previous cLue: Chelsea ~ previous cius: Goventry City
Burly front-man who remains Signed for an initial fee of just £200,000

Birmingham's record signing but slipped out - eventually rising to £1.6 million -
of contertion siightly following the amival of  following fears about his fitness, Ndlovu
Adebola. Injury and suspension have has fully justified Trevor Francis’ faith in
restricted his appearances for Blues since him. Quick, skilful and direct with a
signing in July 1996, but his pace and powerful shot, on his day he is among the
power make him a handful for most division’s most devastating atiackers. A
defences - as 12 goals this season festifies.  Zimbabwean international, he has ten
An England Semi-Professional international. goals to his credit already this term.

—Jf‘,(“ ('“,f"‘]f“.,r‘ —~ 'S
| Fis
1]\ Tellle
| Gy \_/___'_x_/_

TREVOR FRANCIS

It was very much a case of the ‘return of the prodigal son’ when Trevor Francis
~'was appointed to the Birmingham City manager’s chair in succession to Barry

r many Blues' fans, Francis epitomises everything that is good about St. Andrews, and he certainly

pught memories flooding back of brighter days for the club.

As a player, Francis was a teenage sensation for Birmingham, making his senior debut as a 16-year-

old and scoring four goals in one match against Bolton Wanderers in February 1971. Such a success
was the skifful young goalscorer that he went on to become Britain's first £1m player when he

transferred to Nottingham Forest in February 1979.

He won the European Cup while at the City Ground, and then had spells with Manchester City,

Queens Park Rangers (player/manager), Glasgow Rangers and Sheffield Wednesday (player/

manager) before drifting away from the playing side of the game to concentrate on TV and

- media work.

' He was tempted back into management by his first true love - Birmingham City - as

the club searched for a big name to act as the figurehead for ambitious plans being put

into place at St. Andrews by the club’s owners, the Gold Brothers, and publishing

jfmagnate David Sullivan of The Sport Newspaper group.

"'A series of high-profile, big money signings have followed - as well as a well-

' publicised bust-up, resignation and subseguent retum following a row with

' Commercial Director Karren Brady last season.

A tenth place finish in his first season was followed by seventh spot last term.

& One place better this time around will see Francis lead his Blues into the Play-

£ Offs...and possibly beyond.

i ==
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MI—fender
98/99 Appearances RTY
'_ivemu__l

After a successful two-month loan spell,
Brian signed an 18-month contract and
transferred from Coventry, where he made
well over 400 appearances.

Before playing for Coventry, Brian had spells at Everton and
Bolton. He is currently Swindon's captain and most
experienced defender. Brian is comfortable anywhere across
the back ling and is particularly effective as a sweeper. He
possesses a great appetite for the game and it seems that he
doesn't feel pain, he has only missed four games this season
and is in tremendous form. He is aware that he is not getting
any younger and is enjoying an excellent season. How long he
will continue, only he knows.

There aren't too many Nigerian-born
Scousers who could also have played for
Northern Ireland.

Indeed, Dele Adebola is probably the only candidate on that
front, but it is no wonder that three countries were anxious 10
claim his services. At 6ft Jins, his physical presence is
significant, but the Town cannot neglect his pace or undoubted
skill. Adebola has been a revelation since joining from Crewe for
£1 million last season. The goals have flowed and, still only 23,
the future seems more than bright. That should come as no
surprise when one considers that Dario Gradi and his Gresty
Road scouts recognised Adebola’s talent a the age of ten. Like
s0 many before him, Adebola seems destined for the
Premiership. It seems likely that it will be with Birmingham.

Nigeria I
zaoﬁ?l
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h’”u. m;!d : A o The thoroughly

cheese thatl s =T ader ol e

really delicious! ”“.”h A “m,"'
Y = . G2 .  for everyday!

Last Season
* The Nationwide Football

- Leégue saw,an Increase In
Attendance of 13:5%;
Why...?

The Quality of the Football
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weekly dlary.!.Apnl

sunday 4th:

Sunday was the morning

everyone at the club was
concerned.

The players were under instructions o
do their own warm down in the moming
and then all the players came in the

afternoon to fravel up to Huddersfield. We

set off at about 3pm and got there at
about 7pm and then all the players went
straight to bed to get rested up because

two games in three days is a tall order at !
: really just making sure that

i everyone was fit and would be
: ready if they were needed.

this stage of the season.

Monday 5th:

Monday was all about
getting the players ready for
the game ahead, making sure
that we were collectively
focused on the game.

SWINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL
CALL: 0891 121640 CALLS ARE CHARGED 50P PER MINUTE AT ALL TIMES

| am pleases 1o say that we got a very

: good response and the team stuck
together throughout and dug in for the
after the night before as far as : '35t seven minutes, which 'm not sure
: where the referee got them from. it was
a very competent performance and

{ certainly on the back of the

: Ipswich game.

Tuesday 6th:
The lads that didn't play on

the long weekend came in and
: it was quite a small squad, so

we did some one-on-ones but

The first team had a much-needed rest

i day. Itis important that after two quick

: games in succession that the players geta
i pood rest so they are fresh for the next

i game, which is the cne against Birmingham.

[HE LATEST NEWS AND VIEWS

Wednesday 7th:

We travelled to Wimbledon

: to watch the reserves
: in action.

Thursday 8th:

We didn't really want o do

: too much running because the
i players were still trying to

: conserve energy for the next

: match and they had worked

: really hard on their stamina

i over the past few weeks.

We kept the session quite short and

: worked on some small-sided games.
i Mainly trying to keep the touch going
¢ and working on organisation with the
i Birmingham game in mind.

THIRTEEN



ROUND-UP

Dave Norris brings you all the
latest football news...

I.astweek'sdebade
anyone realistically expected.

good as to inflict our worst-ever home

resuit? After that perhaps it was aimost as
i always be the first team. Anyone reading

: these pages at recent home games will

: already be aware that significant changes
i are afoot with the professionals on the

i club's books. Apart from those going out of
i contract and the new large influx from the
i YT ranks, Jim Quinn has continued his

¢ search for new talent despite the passing
i of the transfer deadline. In confrast fo his
¢ immediate predecessor, Jim has a

¢ tendency to look in the lower leagues,

¢ which can often have the character and

: ambition he is looking for in abundance.

¢ Afactor in this is Jim's long-term aims for
i the club. He wants to be manager here for
i years to come, rather than use itas a

i stepping stone. He therefore has the time
¢ o develop younger players and those for

i whom First Division foothall would be a

i boon. Des Linton has shown what a

i lower-League player can offer given the

i chance and the right application. Although
i having said that, Shayne Bradley has

i shown some of the touches of class that

i the Premiership very often holds.

shiocking that we came away from
Monday's game at Huddersfield with all
three points. Thankiully, we have had
enough points on the board to give us a
very good opportunity to stay up despite
the many doomsayers around at the
moment, and Monday's win only confirms
the fact that we are not one of the three
worst teams in this division, not by a long
way. After that win we can now look
forward to the commencement of next
season with a bit more ease.

Behind the scenes that is exactly what
we have been doing over the past couple
of weeks, from aranging pre-season
friendlies fo finalising ticket price policies,
from forging ahead with stadium
redevelopment plans to scouting new
players. Everyone at the club has had
involvement in these planning stages to
make sure we're all pulling in the same
direction. This season we have been very
aware of the criticism we have received

_[regarding such issues as ticket pricing
structure and the placement of, and
facilities for, fans. This season coming we

i are doing our utmost to make sure the
right policies and preparations are in place
: from the off, and that means as soon as
2 i the final whistie blows against Barsiey on
Ipswich was probably worse than May Gth. Over the next few weeks, once
plans are complete, we shall be coming
Though a very sirong team, surely not so : forward with these new ideas so that the
: fans are informed as early as possible.

Of course the cenire of attention will

A maior issue for the manager in any

¢ Al
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Moh\ahmrsnutmstmltmuogy
though. Qver the past 12 months the club
has had a good look at the way
incentive-tased contracts can be used to
spur on a player. Mark Walters eamed an
extension of contract earlier this season as
a reward to his pre-Christmas
performances. To eam that extension he
had to have first played 20 first team
matches, thus encouraging his fitness

regime and, arguably, his desire. Chairman :

Rikki Hunt has been known to say positive
things about incentive-based contracts,
though we shall have to see how his
opinions meet with the manager's when
new faces armive at the County Ground.

Youth Teams

New College

Six pros who are certainly not
going to lack motivation are those
YTs who have been offered a one
to two year deal.

The coming season will see the biggest

own ranks for 30 years. Never has the
signal been so strong for the youths as
now that the club is willing to hand them

ever before is currently being invested in
the youth sei-up. Next year the YT
programme will be changing fo the new
Scholarship (see details in future
matchday magazines). A new intake of at
least 12 almost wholly local boys will be
taking up the scheme, hoping to emulate
the six who made it this year. The club
has, over the past 12 months, invested
heavily in it's youth hostel, where it can
house it's own players. And recently we

: signed on a deal with Swindon
i Supermarine fo establish modem fraining
i3 facilities for all our players, inciuding for

: the first time the youths. Moreover earfier
¢ this week we sent off our resignation letter
: 1o the South East Counties League,

: traditionally the main League for our top

: youths. An expected depletion of the

i League triggered our decision as several
¢ clubs establish Premier League-style

¢ Academies. We are currently talking to the
: Football League about the establishment
¢ of anew, centrally-run structure.

};;\*AVON

The youths' participation in the

Reserves is also under question.

Last Tuesday the FA Premier League

i voted fo pull out of any Reserve League
: which featured non-Premier League clubs. :
¢ They intend instead to establish their own.
¢ This is one further example of the way the
i FAPL is pulling away from the rest. First it
: was TV money which enabled them to

¢ offer massively increased players’ wages,
i s0 clubs like ours find it increasingly

: difficult to attract even lesser players from
the top flight, even on loan deals. Then

.. : the Academy system was instigated for
number of pros developed from the CUD'S £ 1 b willing to invest the millions

{ required in state-of-the-art facilities for the
i U21 players. The unspoken assumption
responsibiy. More energy and cash than £ s sl tafor these, wheres
¢ those FL clubs that did have money, such
¢ as Sunderiand and Manchester City, could
i be accepted into the fold. Perhaps the

: Premier League wasn't counting on the

¢ likes of Bristol City, Reading and Brentford,
: who all found the money to establish

i Academies. These few clubs are the only
: ones to now have any contact with the

: Premiership outside of cup competitions.

¢ One wonders how long it will be until the

¢ Premier League votes fo set up their own

In Aszociation With

SWINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND VIEWS
CALL: 0891 121640 CALLS ARE CHARGED 50P PER MINUTE AT ALL TIMES

-

¢ clique of Academies separate from the

For Youth boss Tom Jones all the

: changes will have a big impact. “Well it
: looks like we'll have a new U19s League
! instead of the old South East Counties,
: which was U18. This means many clubs
¢ will use their first year pros as well as
i their YTs. We may use ours from time to
¢ time there, but really our new pros will be
i treated like pros and we're expecting big
i things from them. They should be looking
¢ 1o break into the first team or at least the
i reserves. It's a bit disappointing that

¢ : we're losing the Premiership teams,

* i because the players look forward to it and
i the crowds come down to see them.”

On top of all the other changes, the

i new separation of Reserve Leagues has
: only widened the gap between the two

: leagues, and made the need to get into

: the Premiership ever more urgent.

Centre of Excellence

Just as with the pros
and the youths, itis a
time of preparation for

next season for our Centre of
: Excellence players.

For Centre Director Phil Cannon this is

: possibly the hardest time of all as he has
¢ 1o face up to the task of choosing which
: boys will stay with the club and which
: ones do not.
: year as a recruitment officer. Obviously
: when you take them on it brings a smile
i to everyone's face, but when you release
: them it's upsetting. But it's not the end of
i the road for anyone that we let go.
¢ We keep hold of their details and monitor
¢ their progress. Who's to say they won't
: come back at a later stage. That's
i happened in the past with other players
i who've been released. A year down the
¢ [ine they've worked on those things we
: said they must improve on and they've
__ i improved so much we've taken them
i back on. That's what these lads must
: now do, in order to keep their dream of
i becoming a professional footballer.”

“I's not the best time of the

" '
R
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BLOOR HOMES

WYVERN S"[ AFF Building for the future in..

are pleased to announce that they
have secured a contract with Wiltshire, Somerset, Wales, Avon,

Cellular/SH eratlons- f1d and are Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Hereford
currently looking for:
and Worcestershire

Part-time ( ustomer bentce Coﬂsuiumts - Evening

For details of our current developments

l-raud:\mh-ﬂ c 01793 513938
Cellular _f.ngmecr
Oracle Developer or Email hq@jsbloor.demon.co.uk

Junios Oracle Developer
Chameleon Specialist

Please contact Shellie at WYVERN STAFE HOMES
24 Commercial Road, Swindon
Tel: (01793) 513363 Fax: (01793)488535 _—

or E-Mail WYVERN STAFF@compuserve.com BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

ational Power P1.C

:proud sponsors of

SWIN o],

fown’s

centres of excellence

In partnership with

NV

National Power and Swindon Town Football Club working in partnership to =
improve the skills of young footballers and searching for the stars of tonorrow National Power
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week's launch this isan
opportunity to remind all fans
that our membership
forms are available at the
Stadium in the following
areas; Ticket Office,
Away Travel Office,
Matchday Information Point and
Winners Lounge.

Please compleie the form and retum
it to us C/0 S.T.EC. County Ground or
alternatively, cash and form will be
accepied by S.A.S. Travel on
matchdays only.

The cost of membership is just £5
and £2 for concessions, which include
senior citizens, under 18's and
disabled. There are a number of
benefits to be gained through
membership of the supporters club
and any committee member within the
ground will be please to explain these

the GRIPTON factor

: atthe time
i you pick up your application form. :
¢ Committee members may be identified :
: by badges and they will also help with
i any issues that you have on

i matchdays, or generally.

The ST.FC

SUPPORTERS CLUB

The launch of the initiative fo set up

i a Club supporting the Football Club
¢ will only succeed if fans participate
¢ and work together to generate a

¢ common sense of purpose and help us
¢ achieve our goals. One of which :
i naturally has to be to generate funds

By our maichday announcer JOM GRIPTON of BBC Wiltshire Sound

i 1o help the Football Club operate, in
: what are trying and difficuit times. We
would like supporters fo fesi proud both

of their contribution and the
Football Club and although
there are times when the
road appears "rocky”. for
whatever reason, by sticking
together we will have a
greater chance of successful
conclusion, than if everyone sits
idly by and contributes nothing

. other than critical comment.

We want all supporters to have a

: pride in their association with us and
: pride in a successful football club. The

stakes are very high in the present

: environment and we urge all

i supporters to enrol as members and
 for those who can help and assist and
i make contributions should make

i contact with C/0 S.T.F.C. Tell us how

i you can participate and help.

Thank you.

BBERE \WVIITSHIRE SOUND
103.6, 104.3 & 103.5FM

It was great to see
the atiendance at last
Saturday's County
Ground Experience
back up over the
10-thousand figure!

| was almost sorry not to
g1 have been with you - but not

that sorry, given our 6-nil
thrashing! I'm sure it was a weekend we all want to
forget as quickly as possible. And thankfully Easter
Monday's performance went a long way to achieving
that - surely those vital three points will be enough o
keep us safe from the relegation zone for the final few

be where Jim Quinn starts to build for the next
campaign; he was guoted in the media on Sunday as
saying he wants to be given the chance to bring in 'his
own players'. | suppose "watch this space® will be the
order of the close season,

We had an interesiing e-mail at the radio station the
other day. In it the author made some interesting poinis
about attendances at other football grounds around the

: county - which | take from him totally on trust! Most

: interesting was his assertion that at this Easter's

: Chippenham Town versus Melksham United local derby,
: pne thousand people turned up! The attendances at

¢ Hardenhuish Park this Easter was larger than:

: one Scottish second division match; all Scottish third

: division matches; three Nationwide Conference

: matches; all Unibond Premier matches; all but three

: Southern League Premier matches, and all but three

: Ryman's League Premier division matches.

Just down the road in Salisbury, hundreds regularly

: tum out to cheer on the Whites. Add to that the
: thousand who tum out to play each weekend on the
: council pitches, parks and company-owned grounds

: i it's good to see that foothall i
weeks of the season. The biggest question after that will around Wiltshire, and it's 9 see lis

: alive and Kicking at grass roots level all over the county.

But it's County Ground that matiers for the next few

: weekends - and | think we owe it all to the players, fo
: the Gafier and to the board of the club o show our

: support from now until the final whistie of the final

: game on May Sth. The power of the red Army can work
: wonders - let's make things happen!

John Gripton
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COHTYR S 7.\ @ Philips PFA Golf Classic

X Golf Classic _ The 1999 Philips PFA Golf Classic will be staged
again at the superb setting of the Marrioft Meon
See top Soccer Stars and Valley Hotel and Counry Club from 27-31 May 1999.
Golf Lege nds in action at the The Phifips Golf Ciassic is now in its third year. A unigue event
Marriott Meon Valley Hotel & Country Club and on the European Seniors Tour, the Philips Golf Classic is the
27th - 31st May

only tournament in Europe to combine sportsmen from two different
sports in serious competition- golf and football. This is the perfect
opportunity to combine the enormous excitement of Premier and
League football and the increasing popularity of golf.

Twelve months ago, in front of one of the bigasst crowds of the
season, Neil Coles became & winner again for the 42nd time in an
outstanding career when he birdied the first hole in 2 sudden-death
play-off to win the Philips PFA Golf Classic.

Committed current and ex International football players:

Glenn Hoddle Gordon Banks
Darren Anderion Gary McAllister
: Vinnie Jones Steve Stone
Exciting - A N Matt Le Tissier Alan Ball
Phillps products IR Kevin Keegan Gary Speed
to ba Wen! TICKET APPLICATION FORM AND Trevor Brooking Lee Sharpe
TOURNAMENT INFORMATION Bobby Chariton Clayton Blackmore
. b John Hartson Jason Dodd
Jimmy Greaves Colin Galderwood
Mark Hughes David Wetherall
Frank McLintock

We are prepared to ofter a “two for the price of one’ ticket offer to
anyone who appears at the event with their season ticket or a ticket
FOR TICHETS = pl""ll ps stub from any one of the last four home gamss.

CALL OUR TICKET HOTLINE ri-:l

on 773 We hope you enjoy your experience with the European Seniars Tour,

gitndcatall 7icket Hotline Number: 01771 828 2773
¢ Kennedy Drive, Eldene, Swindon, Wilts. %7

| HALF TIIME DRAW
.0 A CHANCE TO ENTER THE CAR DRAVW

‘ AND[ WIHEN 1 OF THESE
g , ¢ 3 CASH PRIZES AT EVERY GAME

SRR .,

~_ 4

S.TEC

| 5 7 _
¢2% Kennedy Drive, Eldene, Swindon, Wilts. %%

HyyJnoea
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We've siill got

we took him back to see the
specialist.

He confirmed that it's just the severity of
the injury that is causing the delay in
geiting him maich fit. It is being a bit long-
winded because it is getting on for six
weeks since he picked up the injury. Mark
is running and kicking a ball but there's
one or two problems with stability, so
we're going to conceniraie for & few days
on that and building up the muscles at the
back and the front of the leg.

f|l more running on a
4| trampet now which is a
1-.,,_-}-
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: from what he's been doing; he just keeps
adding that iittle bit exira 1o keep the

recovery moving on. We've also fried to

¢ introduce a it bit of running on a decent
¢ surface and running on sand as well.

| Jimmy Glass got a fittie
M bit of a knock on his ankle
4 against Ipswich, but he's
responded well o that so
it shouldn't be too much

of a problem.

As far as the discomfort
that Ty Gooden is feeling,
i we're not 100% sure

" what it is until we have it
i properiy examined but at
the moment it does seem
fo be an abdominal injury.

He will be seeing a doctor this week fo get
: that sorted but what we would like to do of
¢ course is manage it, which you can :
: sometimes do until the end of the season.
¢ That would mean tailoring his training to
¢ suit any discomfort but we will have to
¢ wait for a proper diagnosis.

ATMENT, 01

, m"%ggm*g@m@ Moors & D

fé@&gﬁﬁ

Kers has got a niggiing
groin strain. He picked it
up about a week ago and

i he can jog all day but there is some

¢ discomfort when he starts pushing on a
 bit. We should be looking for a better

: response in the next few days.

el Robin Hulbert has a
slight knock on his ankle.
it's sore and there’s some

" minimal swelling but he's
got good function, so |

i think that he shouid be
¢ close to full filness for the maich

THANK YOU
We would like to thank The
Link Centre for the use of
their swimming facilities.
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Co

mun

with Clive Miaguire & Jon Holloway

We can
certainly say
with no

hesitation that
we have had a very eventful

Office here at Swindon Town.

200-plus youngsters participated in
our most successful course in the
history of the scheme to contribute to
a phenomenal week. Again all of our
coaches did us proud in providing a
high class of guality football coaching
for the youngsters to enjoy.

Jon and | have made the decision
that we will now have 200 as our
maximum number on a course. So all
you requlars need to return your
applications to us as soon as possible
to avoid any disappointment.

Our second week of the Easter
holidays saw us on our travels to
Mariborough where again we used the
excellenl facilities up on the St John's
School playing fields. An excellent 90
young up-and-coming hopefuls joined

in a brilliant three days with everybody

again going home with a large bag of
goodies and prizes. Many thanks to
the staff at Marlborough Leisure
Centre for helping us to organise the
course so efficiently.

Spansors of the Saturday Team
Club Tel: 01793 432840

E@ Swinobon

For information on the Whitsun and

- Summer courses please contact us on
 the 421303 number, or aiternatively

. collect an application form from main
reception or the information desk here

Easter period in the Community : at the Football Club.

Today we extend a warm Community

Office welcome to our biggest

: Saturday Team club of the season of
: nearly 200 children, parents and

i coaches from Frome and Cricklade

© Youth. Many thanks to Gary Smart and
. Clive Smith for helping us to

{ co-ordinate today's huge event.

: Everybody has participated in a

: ground tour and an in-depth leok

. behind the scenes here at the ground

ity NEWS

Good afternoon everybody and welcome to today’s
important fixture against Birmingham City.

: before travelling up the road to New

: College for a quality 11/2 hours
coaching. A good lunch and a return
: to the Ground where we're hoping you
. witness us collecting all three points

i this afternoon.

For ail you people who think you

i may like to come along with your local
: club or group for next season’s

¢ fixtures please contact either myself

i Clive Maguire or Jon Holloway for

: further details.

 Until Next Time
: Best Wishes

. Clive and Jon

SWINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND VIEWS
CALL: 0891 121640 CALLS ARE CHARGED 50P PER MINUTE AT ALL TIMES




WiTH FUNKY FLEDGLING

e Aﬂeranastydefeat :
agamsllpswichitwasgmattoseeﬂxe by now (and you've probably

i read it on the Supporters’ Club page) we will be handing
lallsu&tllal*fﬂw“‘"iﬂﬂ *335"““'321 - over all the Jr's and R's membership to the Supporters’ Club

mnnverl-luddmlleld. il :  at the end of the season. The Supporters’ Club will still liaise
: i oy e ; with the Club on Jr's and R’s issues, So don’t panic, you're in
42 mhmdsasmemamisasmmm George &

ﬂ'

i ”iﬂl :f HHipHE
it ll? ! 33}1:?:5“ ti{ l»tlur{H#F o

nv MASCOTS

Sam is five and attends Preshute anary Schnol
His hobbies are football and he is a huge Swindon
fan. Have a great day, Sam!

Hannah is seven years old and also attends
Preshute Primary School.

Hannah loves all sports and is especially keen on
horse riding and, of course, footbali. We all hope
you have a memorable day, Hannah.
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B sryizl guiﬂ& o

dow H Reason to watch § mﬂtﬁﬁawnai;nm‘smmmgﬂ
Last Saturday moved into 6th ~ : West Brom have gotagood  : was prolific before Christmas.
place in the First Divisionwitha : home record so it will be an  Theood et driod i B rotd
2-0 win over Oxford at the | extremely fough test for SWindon. ; yeeke ang e  being cought oy
Hawthoms. :  Apointorthree will cerfainlybea | Huddersfield's Marcus Stewarl.
o , : moral-boosting result for Jim Quinn's Hughes emerged from obscurity this
W“"“’ssf’““"m“““ﬁ I men, especially with another away ¢ season coming from the Non-Leagues
= disappointing spellin charge of : .  iseas
gn_ E Bt Rovets bkl Fearanid : fixture against Crystal Palace looming.  : and is now valued a around £5
5 ; million. He has been waiched by
g : §‘ now showing why he is neid in such The Connection i several of Britain's top clubs who see
mg E hig!':regmllmu'ngsipmtessfmalsmm Swindon's Mark Robinson started g;&asaggqngerm&smmmm
wa| I\ | game. Hs side has a tough natre 20Ut s career with West Bromwich Albion £ >*FR BB RO L
s K | them and are steadily puiting togethera  : before leaving on a free transfer to : mandng s tiro o the
= b oood campaign. The consistency levelis  : Bamsley in June 1986, : goalscorer refessly for
e 5 RS i A i team. We hope we do not get to see
% T | row there and they will hope that they ;s — e i e
W E can carmy on these results and secure a Seinst SieomdlibinbesizintebellS | has made him So popular with the
EEQ place in the play-offs. Lee Hughes has been the { fans and media.
' : philosophy to match - “if you lack
8| BT T i
£ Yol 2 i ng ! : going nowhere”.
g [TENT"SIE The Connection | Aoty pineeen ysars 86206,
AWAY over and promised the startof a : : Ciinion possesses the optimistic and
wd revival for the fallen Eagles. Terry {  Town favourite Fraser Dighy i enthusiastic outiook that every young
= Venables was recruited and several  :  joined Palace during pre-season player should have. He moved into the
E - big names such as Attilo Lombarda, : and has made 18 starts this season. front line to spear-head the attack
joi * i after the departures of Lombards,
§ % Efad;m “Hmm.,“a,;"’,'f’,’;“;,‘”;:‘;;id i He lost out to Kevin Miller in  paavano, Jansen and Bradbury, and
EQ finance were not forth coming. Since  ; December and has failed to claim the  : we shall certainly be seeing a lot more
g *|o8 | then Venables has left long withthe ~ : No.1 shirt since. ¢ of him in the future. As a junior he was
= other big names and, furthermore, the i the most prolific goal scorer in the
EE Administrators have been called into AYE : clubs history. A goal in the first team
S| eaiIen” | ot ciambenionis | SIS
5 % g fight for survival is being waged in =~ : ““‘BWW;:'*I;W ! Terry Venables gave him his chance o
the boardroom. 2 dressing room 3 career ¢ shine this season.

: table and if they put in 2 winning run
i and results go there way towards the
¢ off place is not out of the question.

Reason to watch

KeviDnovan had an

unbelievable first season with

the Mariners.
Top scorer with 21 goals (16 in

w | Shield against AFC Boumemouth, :  ‘The Mariners have never really been ; League), the winning goal in 2
g with Wayne Bumett scoring a i regarded as a fashionable side butthis ;| Wembley Play-Off Final and voted
e g ‘golden goal’ winner. -~ ¢ season have produced some atiractive : Supporters’ Player of the Year coupled
< -~} The Mariners completed their most : and effective football. w%m&?mmwrgm
i : - ! equalled record when
g% historic and W‘“’ﬂeﬁ? everby : N R Tl e=elylpl=1=1(s100 : joined from West Brom for £300,000
o o | 02INING promotior j victory  : 5 5 ¢ rejoining his former boss now at
;.,,;:" over Northampton Town in the Play-0ff ; Earfierthis season Swindon lost g, ey par_is dribbiing skills at
g i | Final, again at Wembley, retuming : 10 atBlundell Park. i pace and shooting power made him
::g them to Division One in their first i Swindon keeper Frank Talia saved i an instant hit with the fans and as well
E tl attempt. This season Alan Buckley's  § Tony Galfimore's free-kick, the ball was  § as scoring, fie also topped the charts
€y | side have produced some consistent  :  then tumed back info the area by Groves : for "assists’ with his pinpoint crossing
§ 4 & | resutsand are siting pretty inmid-  § and Lester was on hand 1o score . : and defence spitting passes.
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/!IWAIY’%= TRAVEL

The Rough Guide To w TRANSPORTING SWINDON TOWN
Away Travel —— FANS INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM

Welcome to this afternoon’'s fixture with Birmingham City.

What better way to begin our association with the new Swindon
Town Supporters Ciub than to see the Town gain maximum points
on Monday. The 284 brave souls who ventured to Huddersfield jusi
48 hours after the Town's heaviesi ever home defeat were well
rewarded for their loyalty.

We now face a busy week. On Tuesday we trave! to West Bromwich
Altnon pmponed lmm a fnr!mgm ago, lhen on Saiuniay we are nﬂ
1. Pa B

H:dmame. ‘Baggns’

TlES 13'ﬂlm 7.45PM SAT‘!?WAPMM

R oepent COUNTY GROUND: 4.30PM  ©  epert COUNTY GROUND: 10.45AM
Fax: 0121 5536634 oepsrt ERMIN STREET: 4.45PM :  Depat ERMIN STREET: 11.00AM
=———— & oepert WEST SWINDON: 4.15PM  ©  negant WEST SWINDON: 10.30AM
Capaciy: 25,100 (all sate) Adult Fare:  £7.50  : AdultFare:  £8.00
Away allocation: 2,100 Under-15 Fare: £6.00 i Under-15 Fare: £6.50

Car parking: Mat‘:h Tickeis

Halfords Lane & Rainbow

Coach parking:

';mmmmmma : mm:m—zm
el (01793) 536757 Wednesdsy Malchdays £.30pm - 7300w

&‘-’-T-.'-‘ll

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
If you get there early: Saturday (non-match days) 10.00am - 4.00pm
There are plenty of shops and Saturday (matzch days) 9.00am - Kick-Dff

= Midweek (match days) 5.30pm - half time
places to eat and drink nearby Tickets for home maiches go on general sale

4 weeks before the maich.
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NASEEM vs INGLE

L.IVME IN THE

ACTION

COVERAGE STARTS AT &8PM

ALL DRAFT BEERS £1-00

 featuring

ETE ALLEN JAZZ BAND’

To buy tickets or for more information please contact:
Ray Butt on (01793) 770928 or write to: 33 Chestnut Springs,
Lydiard Millicent, Swindon SN5 9NA.
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with Richard Mackevy

Good afternoon to all our sponsors for today’s game against
high-flying Blrmingham City. This game is clearly a popular choice
for companies as we have a total of seven Matchball Sponsors
enjoying hospitality. | hope you all have an excel!ent day.

Matchball SPONSE

BROKERS LTD

Heywood Insurance Brokers
Ltd, established in 1965,
provide a complete insurance
service to the business sector
and members of the public.

As registered Insurance Brokers and :

Independent Financial Advisers,

in Melksham and Calne. To contact
Heywood please call either 01225
703531 (Melksham) or 01249
822008 (Calnel.

LANBASE

Faced with a networking
problem? Then look no further.

Connecting PC’s and servers
together, Lanbase are one of the
largest Network Systems integrators
in the UK and can provide you with

in some of the largest networks for
manufacturers’, City Banks and also
a wide range of other commercial
organisations. If you require further
information or assistance with your
network, call them on 01635 877977
or find them at www.lanbase.co.uk.

Headquarters in Cheney Manor,
Swindon.

& (.2 Nationwide
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; g They manufaciure and supply
i Standard and Application Specific

HEYWOOD INSURANCE i i sl

: aimed at the communications

: industry. Whatever the design or

: application Mitel Semiconductor offer
! its customers a Global Design Support :
i team and Customer Care Centre.

. BRITVIC SOFT DRINKS
. LIMITED

Heywoods operate from local offices :Jr::l‘::}l;v::;or poﬂ:‘;;ms:r;:gge,
: Britvic Soft Drinks Limited

: offer a well-known range of

i products including Pepsi,

: Tango, 7UP, Britvic and

. Robinsons, all of which can be
: found at the STFC kiosks.

¢ Britvic have an exciting and

: challenging year ahead and their :
i biggest activity will be Pepsi and 7UP :
i sponsorship of Star Wars! The :
: Prequel, which promises to be the

b !
the right solution. They have installed ; D199¢St Tim releasg of the yearl

- CONTINENTAL TYRE

. GROUP LTD

. In1871,is part of the German-based :
. Continental Aktiengeselischaft
: (Continental AG).

MITEL SEMICONDUCTOR

i ) , : develop a tyre with a ‘iread pattern’
Mitel Semiconductor has its UK : and through this innovative design,
: Continental have grown to become

¢ one of the world's largest tyre

Integrated Circuits, Analog Line

They were the first company to

! manufacturers supplying tyres to both
i commercial and industrial sectors.

. JAMES UPTON LIMITED

: Based here in Swindon, James
i Upton Limited are the printing
: and packaging specialists.

i Equipped with the latest hi-tech

: prepress, print and finishing facilities,
: James Upton Lid can offer a quick

i turn-round on high quality printed

: products. For quotes and further

: information on brochures, leafiets and
i other printing requirements please

: contact Stuart Turland (Customer
Services) on 01793 442212.

Sporting Club Dinner...

...\WITH ALAN MULLERY
Thursday 15th April 1999

We are holding ear first Sporting Glub
Dlnu'diheyearhlhe

whyndhooim'ﬂlchca!l‘mg
the Sales Depariment.

Cost: £35 per head for a fable of ten
To book you table g l@ll_tteSales
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Atletico Madrid
'want Del Piero'

TLETICO MADRID have offered Haly's
Alessandro Del Piero 70 billion lire

(S41 million) to join them fro
Juventus, Tuttosport newspaper
reported on Tuesday.

The Turin-based paper said Miguel Angel Gil,
son of Atletico President Jesus Gil, ha
agreed a five-year contract with Del

annual salary of 14 billion lire ($8.2
from 2000 to 2005.

Del Piero's contract with Juventus expires in
June 2000.

The Italian striker had a superb season w
Juventus last year but had a poor World
and has missed most of this season
knee injury. e
He said recently he was prepared to pledge '
himself to Juventus for life.
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SPAIN

MIJATOVIC FINED OVER WAR PROTEST

Real Madrid have hit Yugoslavian internalional sinker
Predrag Mijatovic with a $21,000 fine, the heaviesl
possible under club rules, for his refusal to play because
of the Kosovo conflicl.

The fine, a Real spokesman said afier a meetng of the
club's direclors, is duc to the Serbian's persistent boycoll ol
games because of on-going NATO air strikes. He added that
Mijatovic may be thrown out of the club if his strike goes on.

Mijatovic, whose family lives in Belgrade, has missed
two games for the world club champions. Over lhe
weekend he said: "If | do not play, it's because | don'l
have the morale because | am not focused.”

Mijatovic look part i an anti-American demonstration
over the weekend which 1s thoughl lo have mcensed club
president Lorenzo Sanz who believes that players
shouldn'l mix sporl with politics.

Five other Yugoslav players boycolted weckend matches
in Spain. None have been cashigated in a similar fashion
although some are expected to be in the coming days.

Myjatovic said: "They musin't pumish me, nol me or any
other person in my siluation. Not for money or anything.
That decision would hurl me.®

Crystal Palace midficlder Sasa Curcic slaged Ins own
anli-bombing demonstration at Selhurst Park recently bul
escaped punishment from UEFA, and his club who
sympathised with his stance.

POLAND

SPORTS MINISTER MAY QUIT IN POLISH EA. ROW

Poland's sports minister Jacek Dembski said on Fnday he
would resign if the country’s foothall authontics taled to
elect new leaders within the next four months.

Dembski, who has repeatedly Ined lo lorce oul the old
quard from the Polish Foothall Association (PZPN) over
alleged financial mismanagemen! and ncompetance, said
he would leave his post il new leaders were naot elected by
. August 8th.

5511 either Marian Dziurowicz or any of the present

‘n%,wnt members of PZPN is the president of the Polish
Il Associafion, | will then resign,” Dembski

fold journalists.

The PZPN was not available for comment on Friday.

On August 8th of last year, Dembski was forced to reinstate
a then-suspended PZPN board to comply with a FIFA deadline.

FIFA, who insist that soccer federations remain
independent of their governiments, had threatened to ban
Poland from all infernational malches unless the board
sacked by Dembski were immediately returned to office.

The worid body did not ban Poland last year but, on
Thursday, they gave the PZPN one week to comply wath its
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regulations or nsk bemy hrown oul of the European

Championship.

ITALY

LAZIO SIX POINTS CLEAR AS FIORENTINA LOSFE AT INTFR
Italian League leaders Lazio were held 0-0 al home lo
AC Milan on Saturday but increased Iher advanlage over
second-placed Fiorentina, beaten 2-0 at inler Milan, lo

six pomls.

Ronaldo, showing ghimpses ol lus besl form, converled
two penalties to give Inter ther lirsl win smee February
and leave Fiorentina trailing with seven games leli.

Lazio’s draw halted a run of cight successive wins al
the Olympic stadiom bul The Rome sude shill sel a club
record ol 17 League malches wilhoul defeal.

AC Milan remained third, a poinl belind Forentna and
one ahead of Parma, whose title hopes vilually disappeared
aller a disappomting 1-1 draw at home lo Caghan.

AS Roma won 4-1 al Ban to end 12 months without an
away win and chimbed to hifth - bul mlemahional
mudfielder Luigt D1 Biaquo, scorer of ns side's second
goal, was senl off in injury fime and will miss nexi week's
derby wilh Lazio.

ARGENTINA |
ARGENTINA AIM FOR HAT-TRICK OF WORLD YOUTH TITLES
Champions Argentina will be gomg lor a hat-tnick of

titles in the World Youth Cup starimg on Saturday when

large numbers of agents, hoping o snap up young lalent
at bargam pnces, will be among the most interested
speclalors.

The South Amencans, who heal thew Inggest nvals
Brazil in the 1995 final in Qatar and ther second-nggest
rvals Uraguay in 1997 in Malaysia, begin the delence ol
ther crown agams! Kazakslan m Kaduna on Sumday.

The Argentines amve m Alnca i e fettle, having won
eight of their nine matches in winning the South
Amencan qualifying lourmament in January when 19-
year-old sinker Luciano Galleth Irom Estudiantes scored
nine of ther goals.

Coach Jose Peckerman, who led Argenlina lo then
previous two victones, 1s once agaim i charge.

BRAZIL Lo ]

FAN KILLED AHEAD OF RIO DE JANEIRO DERBY

A teenager was shol dead m a clash between Flamengo
and Fluminense fans before the big Rio derby on Sunday.

Ten-man Fluminense scraped a 1-1 draw in Ihe Canoca
(Rio de Janeiro Stale) champonship malch, walched by
100,000 in the Maracana sladium.
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g Gareth Hall gives nothing away |
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Chris Hay comes on to score the winner
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GEORGE NDAH
IFEM ONUORA CHRIS HAY
i (BRADLEY 52)
. SHAYNE BRADLEY : :
: BRIAN BORROWS
.TY GOODEN &3 i (NOT uSED)

role, emmngpmsefruniheﬁaﬂer Hewnrkedhadm
both defence and attack and provided some effective
crosses from the flank, one which Bradiey headed onto
the post. He combined well with his defensive
colleagues and kept Allison and Co at bay.

W last win mmyatﬂaﬁmﬂmmﬁuumynm

| improved team display set up the win. Goals from Bobby

Howe and Chris Hay was enough to inflict Huddersfield's
second home League defeat of the season.
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SWINDON TOWN

SUPERSTORE

50%

> OFF HOME




The Winners Lourlge will be
open all day on Sunday 11th
April for FA Cup Semi-Finals.

There will be plenty of beer
promotions on offer to make the trip
to the bar worth while. You can buy
any two bottled beers for £3 all day -
BARGAIN!

The fight betweem Naseem and Ingle
is being showed live in the Winners

i : Lounge that night. Coverage will start
: at 8pm and there will be a Happy Hour
: 6-7pm when 2il draft beers will be £1!

¢ the game. The new strip will go on

: general sale in July.

: Parachute Jump Before Last Game

: To mark the last game of the seasen the
: RAF Falcons will be doing a parachute

: jump into the County Ground. To enjoy

% : the spectacle make sure you're down at

paying homage to designs of the past
: The Swindon Town Superstore will be
: taking advanced orders for the kit after

the ground by 2.00pm.

- Next season’s kit is planned
- 1o be unveiled at the last game : | ALAN MU
The players will actually be wearing the S0 e el
exciting new kit for the first ime. Jim © oP0rung Club Dinner of the
 Quinn has been heavily involved with  © Y€ar in the newly-refurbished
: thedesignof the kitandheissureit ~ : Winners Lounge on Thursday
© will please the fans by being modem but ; 15th April 1999,

© o book your table please call the Sales
: Department on 01783 532121

vith JARVIS HOTEL

.

mehﬂmﬁmmﬁwﬁdonhn’s
W‘metsl.mmgeandfuhnﬁndinnsunﬂle
jon Town Marketing Department on

LIBERTY LIMOUSINES

DEIDICATEID Ty EXCCEL & ENOCE
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Don’t forget ‘FANS LETTERS’ is for you... write in and let us
know your views... whether it's about Swindon Town or

football in general let us know...

elel  nriss A. Robin, writes.... - Mr Alan Clege, writes....

Dear 'Robins’

It's nol Robbie Burns I'm sure but | believe a2

cause in some way.

Oh Swindon Town,
Swindon Town,
Don't dismay,
When you're feeling dewn.

Pick up your heels,
And run to goal,
Do it with conviction,
Heart and soul.

You know you can do i,
You have guts and strength,
And Oh does it shine through,
When George runs thaft length!

So Swindon Town
Swindon Town
Don't dismay,
When you're feeling bound.

Take out those feams,
By the scruff of their necks,
And play like England's ‘10"

Without David Becks!

We know you can do ii,

B We've seen it before,
The wins - the loses,

Those damn home draws!

But persistence pays off,
As we're sure it will,
And so to a victory,
One you'll deservedly sieal.

And Swindon Town,
Swindon Town,
Please don't dismay,
When the home fans frown.

Far we have faith;
More than you know,
And littie by litile,

Come on home fans, let’s get behind qur team
today - they need our support.

positive note from a fan might help The Robins’

Dear Robins

| found some old programmes featuring Swindon
Town and wondered if any fans would like to make
me an offer?

1958/59 Accrington Stanley Vs Swindon Town
1959/60 Accrington Stanley Vs Swindon Town
1958/59 Swindon Town Vs Accringion Sianley
1959/60 Swindon Town Vs Accrington Stanley

Tel: 01254 394912

THIRTY TWO

Matchday Magazine’
te %T‘é’&msm ng & Marketing, The Litten.
* Newtown Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 768.

1 {8 send U
eOs o Daniel@pia-am.co.uk

\\\\ LN

The Winners Lounge is being’
developed as the premier jazz venue
in Swmdnn and we are hopmg to

2 d of style and guality of
iers they have requested.

" fabulous ‘PETE ALLEN JAZZ BAND',
Sun 164 May - Winners JAZZ CLUB welcomes a special
guest appearance of the world-famous ‘ACKER BILK’
supported by an all-star band.
Stin.43th Jun - Winners JAZZ CLUB stages a concert
i featuring ‘THE TEMPERANCE 7',
11lh Jul - Winners JAZZ CLUB is delighted to welcome
TOMMY BURTON'S SPORTINGHOUSE QUARTET'

buy tickets or for more information please coniact
ay Butt on (01793) 770929 or write to: 33 Chestnut
Springs, Lydiard Millicent, Swindon SN5 SNA.
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‘convinced‘me that Kevin
in the.wrony sport...

figland's previous games thi i

but Poland had obviously not read’Keegan
script. Dishes Jike Goaless a la ﬁolska,f :

+  our Kevin's mén Hls more traditiona
" dishes surely 1rii:iuue Knickerbocka Guq

_, Galore and Pasta Entertaina all served
~ . dash with sauce 2 la unpredictable.

A win was essential and come June 5th the
: " clash against Sweden could see an England
' prot:laimmg a new era in English football. win lift them to the top of the group for the

Keegan, with his insistence that the national " first time. Anyone who sat through the

anthem be sung with gusto, had clearly tedious highlights of their tame victory over

managed to install a patriotic fervour into Luxembourg will be convinced that a

the players and fans alike as a St George's Keegan-inspired England will be too much
flag-waving full house at the home of for the Scandanavians. Then just two games
English football evoked memories of Euro in Eastern Europe and a home match against

‘96. Surely if four games is all we're going t0  the whipping boys stands between England
get it will not be long before the BBC decide and a place sampling the Edam and the

to make the drama 'My Summer With Kev'. Stella at Euro 2000. I's not a simple task,
but in the name of Keegan what a difference

Clearly for all their pre-match fighting talk a game makes.

the Poles had no more adventurous plan

than to get all 11 men behind the .- all and Bv Hichard Edwards

attempt to catch England on a rare
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Ferain

PRODUTCTS

CAR PARTS

For all makes of cars

Powertrain Products
Greenbridge Boad
Swindon Wiltshire

SN3 3LB

If w_atch.ing live football | EVEBY_BODY’Si
Is alien to yo... FITNESS CENTRE

For the best equipped Gym
in Europe call:
017393 431464

Everybody’s Fithess Centre,
Greenbridge Rdg_- Swindon.

...join the real world! Club 2000 Fitness Centre,
ComTel offers sports fans unbeatable cable TV coverage for all of your fitness needs

including live FA. Carling Premiership and Nationwide call: 01 793 328 124

Football League action every week of the season.
Every Friday, ComTel's own local channel brings you Swindon Road,

‘Local Sport” an exclusive preview of the weekends action =
mnciuding all the latest news from the County Ground. LOW&I‘ Str’attﬂn SWIndﬂn

D't s anathier watel, CG'I".H Discount avarlable to Season
FreeCall 0500 400 500 _— Ticket hnlders

WINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND VIE
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| e
Wl PREMIERSHIP: as a1 7.4.99 &3 CARLING
Vi

¢ Sulivan - Some marvelious saves to deny Man Utd...
Harte - Another spectacular goal and solid defending...
‘Nasen - Solid despite lack of match practice...

Festa - An early goal o see off the Dons...

ills - One of Charfton's brave stars...

Boateng - Pounced on rebound to give Sky Blues victory...
Stuart - Lifts Chariton out of the relegation zone...

Speed - Two goals against Derby and solid against Spurs...
Carbone - Gifted opporiunities but finished in style...
Ricard - Two more goals to add to his season’s tally...
van Hoojidonk - Fantastic free-kick fo grab a point...

‘Manager: Gordon Strachan - (Coventry)
Six points out of six in three days eased the tension at Highfield Road and
probably secured Coventry's place in the Premier League next season.

Anderssen - Supported the Brisinl defence with Steady performances.

Taylor - Worked hard in Robins’ defence and got 6 points in 2 games
Venus - Scored two penalties and kept a clean sheet...

Austin - Vital away goal and three points against Norwich...
Gooden - Starred in Town's win at Huddersfield...

Wrright - Scored a brace in outstanding win at West Brom...
Sharpe - Has retumed to English football in style and bagged a goal
Daley - Scored 2nd half winner and eamt 6 points in 3 days...
Osboum - Late equaliser for Wolves to keep season alive...
Windass - Scored twice o notch up 20 this season...

€ Phillips - 3 goals in 2 games to edge Sunderiand nearer to fitie

Manager: George Burley (lpswich)
Another fwo impressive victories over Swindon and QPR
strengthened grip on second spat in the Division.

THE HOT SHOTS as at 7.4.99

THE HOT SHOTS as at 7.4.99 m

FA PREMIERSHIP LEAGUE CUP TOTAL DIVISION ONE LEAGUE CuUP TOT

Yorke (Man Utd) 16 10 2 " Hughes (West Brom) 30 1 3

Owen (Liverpool) 18 5 23 Stewart (Hudd'field) 20 4 24

Cole (Man Utd) 15 6 2 Mills (Bradford) 2 1 2 .

CALL: 0891 121640 CALLS ARE CHARGED 50P PER MINUTE AT ALL TIMES
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Send your picture sporting the Swindon
Town colours and you may be featured!

Omhans from a shelter in the remote region of
Cherkassy in the Ukraine ‘show their colours'. Retail
manager al STFC, Jackie Kent visited the area as part of
the "Hope Now' charity fo support their work.

Why not attend this year's annual Charity Ball at the
Chinese Experience!

Send your photos to: ‘Show yer'colours’
Swindon Town EC. Go. PIA, The Litten, Newtown
Road, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 7BB.

BBRME WVILTSHIRE SOUND

103.6,104.3&103.5m

SANDY MARTIN AT LUNCHTIME

! AND WIN A "'FREE'%

AUTOGRAPHED FOOTBALL SIGNED BY
THE SWINDON TOWN SQUAD.

DON'T MISS THE LUNCHTIME SPORTS NEWS
AND BE WHERE THE ACTION IS-AT THE
FINAL WHISTLE WITH SHAUN HODGEITS.

BIEAE \WILTSHIRE SOUND

103.6,104.3&103.5

The 224

Annual

Cﬁnut
May Batl

Chincese Buffet.
Chinese Entertainers,

Live Music, Disco,
Grand Raffle,
Charity Aunction.

Caturday 15t4 May 1999
From 7.30-1:00am

Phone: 01792 $29000
01798 $22234%

YOU’LL WEAR IT WELL

Call today for your own FREE guide
to promotional leisurewear. You’ll be
making your good name
look even better...guaranteed!

Telephone: 0 1672 563030

Non-Siop Promotions & Marketing Lid.,
Fordbrook Business Centre. Marlborough Road,
Pewsey, Wiitshire, SN9 5NU.
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Former Swindon player Nicky Summerbee
gives us the low-down on Sunderland and
their push for the 1st Division title.

NicKYSUM

answers the guestions...

Everything seems to be going i game where we let ourselves down So who will run you
really well for you, what's the feeling ; because inthe away leg we played well s closest for the fitle and
like at Sunderiand at the moment? : Against Premiership sides we were siil F' finish in the other automatic

| think that we've done really well all playing our foothall, we haven't been promotion place?

season, | think we've only lost about three
games. | think we need about three more
wins 1o get us up there - it's so near but

i overwhelmed by anyone, which is a good
; thing for next season. | know what I've got
: todoand | have fo look after myseif and so

| think Ipswich might get it, either
them or Bolton, | don't think you can

= write th fi.
so far really. does everyone else. RO
i : Do you keep an eye on
watlinel. bt : _How much experience of i Swingon's re;:‘»ults?y
look towards next season and the : Premiership football do the e menbinm b
prospect of another yearinthe  : gynderjand players have? e Mt
Premiership? 2 : how they're getting on. | spent seven

No not really, | think that's what has
made this year so good. We haven't
looked at it like that, no one has even
really spoken about it and nobody will do
until we're going up. | think that's the
really good thing - we haven't got carried
away at all.

What is the boss asking from
you at the moment?

Just to keep winning and doing what
we're doing. | think we've got about six
games left and hopefully it will just be a

Well those who went up last time were

¢ only there for a year and | think that most
¢ of those players have left now. Only really
: people like mysalf, Niall Quinn and a few
i others have experienced it

Do you think the boss will have

to spend money on improving and
: strengthening the squad?

Of course, yeah, Peter's very shrewd in

the transfer market and hopefully he will
; bring in some quality players. He's a great :
i manager and | know he'll get it right.

i great years there and | wouldn't change

i that for anything. We had some great

¢ managers to play for, from Lou Macari all
the way through to John Gorman when |
i was there. It was really good experience
¢ for me as well as going up.

| played against them twice this year

i and it's a really strange experience fo go
¢ back and play. | don't think there's any

i players there | really know now, they've

: all moved on. | know they're near the

¢ bottom but I'm sure Jim Quinn will gt it

matter of time. i right and get them going again.
You're certainly playing well i What'shelikeasabossandto |  Sg what can you look to in

enough to play in the Premiership : play for? the future?

aren't YOU? ¢ He's very truthful and doesn't hold P 'm just going to enjoy the rest of this

Well it's a different kettle of fish really.
| mean, | know that from when | went up

with Swindon and playing for Manchester : the back and if you don't he has very

City. It's a very big step and probably

even bigger now because it's about four strong words for you but you know i high, it's what
years since | last played in it. In my ; Where you are with him. He likes o play  : you play for, so
opinion, when you go up you don'twant football and we're doing it the right way  § ' gaing fo

1o be one of those sides that come i like we did at Swindon when they went  : enjoy it.

straight back down. You've really got to
fight to try and stay up there.

What do you think you can do
differently this time to try and put
things right?

Really | just think that knowing what it's
all about is a great help. Things like, if
you're fit now, you've got to be even fitter
and you've got to be a lot sharper in your
mind and play. It is a big step and | know
how high. if we do go up then that's when
the hard work starts.

Has there been any negative
moments this year?

We were disappointed fo lose in the League :
Cup semi-final. It was probably the home

been your toughest
¢ opponents so far this
i season?

: time against Botton, they
: were a good side. Bamsley
i can play well. | think they
i came and beat us at our

? strong team as well.

: anything back. He's straightforward - if
i you're playing well he'll give you apat on : your jows and at the

:{ moment I'm a real

i up; keeping and passing the ball and

¢ keeping possession and working really
i hard at the same time. It just breeds

i confidence really.

Who do you think has

| think we had quite a hard

place. Bradford were a

i season. Football’s all about your highs and
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and C@urse

at support. .

Achieving great creativity,
like kicking the winning goal,

requires inspiration

Brilliant ideas
belonging to you, working for you.

Dedication and understanding
channelled for a perfect result.

Choose PIA,
there are no /)ma/fiu\'

Just excellent vesulls. .

Pl

ADVERTISING AND MARKETING

The Litten, Newtown Road, Newbury, Berks RG14 788
Tel: 01635 35546 « Fax: 01635 37%46
web address: www.pla-am.co,uk

email: info@pia-am.co.uk




The Town Ladies played against :
: second half Rovers came back and

i reduced the Town's lead within three

: minutes of the restart. Solid defending

: from Netii Wyness, Diane George and

i Clare Wheeler kept the Rovers out and,
i with time running out, Diane George

: secured the points with a strong header
i from Pam Laker's cormer.

:  Tomomow the Town piay Saitash United :
I in their final South West Combination i

top-of-the-table Cardiff and third-
placed Bristol Rovers in recent
matches, and they maintained
second place in the South West
Combination League.

The Town entertzined top of the {able
Cardiff County and kicked off with wind
advantage in the first half. The Town had
the better of play and Nadine Lloyd

headed in Pam Laker's comner in the 36th : i
: to Comwall in November they lost out by :
: the odd goal in seven. The match will be
: played at Ridgeway School, Wroughton

: and will kick off at 2.00pm.

the 70th minute and bagged a winner six FR

minute to give Town a deserved lead.

In the second half Cardiff had the edge

and, despite good defending from Clare
Wheeler and Diane George, equalised in

minutes from time. The Town were
disappointed not to take something from
the game, against a side with several
Welsh internationals and who have lead
the table for most of the season.

The Town then faced Bristol Rovers
who have only lost twice all season,

once to the Town back in September. The

Town had much the better of the play in
the first half and Adelle Taylor put them
ahead in the 16th minute. Leanne Taylor
added a second before Kim Reeves
headed in Pam Laker's comer to put the

Town three up at the break. In the

League fixture. When the Town travelled

NS
Nataia Zarczywsha, who s in her first season with the
club and is 3 member of the Wiishire Counly Squad.

3 SOUTH WEST COMBINATION
LEAGUE TABLE (TOP 5)

CARDIFE COUNTY

3

H

LBEUE Cup) BATH OTY H
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swindonSTATattack. .fixtures&results..

this week we take a brief look at the Reserve & Ladies fixtures

i SOUTHERN REGIONAL LEAGUE
Roserve Fixiures

§E1 15th Nov
Sun

SOUTHAMPTON Wednesday ., =),
14th April (H), 7.15pm '-‘7

BOURNEMOUTH Wednesday
21st April (A), 2.00pm
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Sun
Sun
Sun

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Newpori Pagnell Utd 21

Oxford Utd (Res) LC1
Rishorough Rangers
Newport Pagnell Utd
Oxford Uid (Res)
Oxiford Utd (Res)
Witney Town

Tring Town =
Chesham United
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PHONE: 01793 520002 PHONE: 01249 653255 -

_ ;} - _ _ ARRIVA/Cowie Ford
IR (2 ARRIVA |ERETE e e T

ON 1 JANUARY 1998 YOUR LOCAL COWIE FORD DEALER CHANGED ITS NAME TO ARRIVA FORD

Kick off the new season with Mizuno" Al
- official kit supplier to Swindon Town FC. - /Eezuno

For more information on Mizuno products call our customer services on 01793 423030 SERIOUS PERFORMANCE
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SMASHED
IN FANS’ DEMO

More than 50

Wolves manager Colin
Lee has pleaded with

-il'-l_

| the Football

| ::E;n;::?;a;::m - Na’tlon W lde | Association not to ban 'E J&=
entrance following SHOXSAL LI fLE defender Kevin Muscat.
West Brom's 5i& Muscat has to appear before the

hume ha oy lowly Crewe.

The glass th)ors of the Hawthoms stand
| were smashed by the fans and police had
| to be called in to restore order.

after taking his bookings tally to 11
AT’O”WIDE with his latest caution at Sheffield
United on Monday.

Lee is hoping the FA will only fine
Australian international Muscat as t
did with Sunderiand's Kevin Ball
last week.

Muscat's previous disciplinary
record could stand against him and
if he is banned any suspension
would start with the derby against
West B,[om at Molineux on April 25.

Nationwide Division

n understand the frustration of the |

§ because we have now suffered four d Miwrit ] One Fixtures 10/4/99
ight defeats. We were very poor gn N
against Crewe and it looked as though as A nst Cre [ W—
though all the fight had gone outof the | = : 3 - ___ BRADFORD PORTSMOUTH

team. | have got to fry and get it back.” | e had & 7 4Snert idak-oft. BRISTOL GTY prmemm

Smith added: "It is disappointing to say Alarm bells started ringing at The ' CREWE L1 PORTVALE

the least. | felt we should have had an | Hawthorns’ ground when de Freitas oxrorouTD [ lvs 1 BURY

| .easlypenatty but once Crewe scored we | failed to attend the pre-match team talk. i e e
stopped playing. * Smith revealed Dutch As the clock ticked down to 3pm, | QPR IvsL_| WEST BROM
striker Fabian de Freitas was missing frantic Albion officials tried desperately STOCKPORT ‘ SHEFF UTD
from his line-up because he thought the to contact him by telephone. i ]
game had a 7.45 pm kick-off! | *Unfortunately his girlfriend was on the SUNDERLAND | HUDDERSFIELD

line and we couldn't get to him," said | SWINDON BIRMINGHAM : i

“His girlfriend was on the telephong and 1. | angry manager Denis Smith. “We finally WATFORD ::
we couldn’t get to him,” said Smith. "We | | got through at 2.20pm but by then the —_— =P y
finally got through at 2.20 pm but by then | teamsheet was in. | am not happy to say WOLVES !_JPSD CRYSTALPALACE [ ™ i
the it;ﬁﬂ; Shiet wasin. | amnothappyto/ | | the least” De Freitas® fime-keeping =
say the leasL.” [ | blunder was the forerunner for more i . .

impending gloom - Albion were thrashed ,ﬂ:: ¢ [} Nationwide League |

5-1 by struggling Crewe. Division One

FLAHAVAN OUT UNTIL

i, PWDL F AP
NEXT SEASON [l Fr; | B
| FRANCIS BLASTS | Lﬁ:fé'an SaTEmn
p— ml L OSER BLUES s —S5vss
goalkeeper Aaron o Birmin 2 =i A
Tk gham City —e BOLTON 39 52
| Flahavan has been =Lk LT o WATFORD 30 52
told he will not be DI/ “=, Manager Trevor Francis @ SHEFFIELD UNITED 40 5057 |
able to ke a st has fired out a waming @ HUDDERSFIELD a1 64 56
to his promotion-chasing ~ CHYSTAL PALACE 41 60 56 g
| playing épmeback from injury i 3 WEST BROM ] 67 53
| until the start of next season. players after their NORWICH a0 53 53
| disappointing Easter programme. GRIMBSY 38 a3 53
*-.. Flahavan had resumed fight training : BARNSLEY 39 51
following a gamng clash in the match Birmingham picked up just one point TRANMERE 55 50
at Swindon in February which le from two games and Francis has made it STUC";UF” % 49
with facial, neck and shoulder m:% clear the display in the defeat at the . igg:gmg - E,E
hands of Watford was not good enough. et S H
But the 24~year-old has been told not to He has demanded an immediate OXFORD A
| rush back to fitness and make sure his improvement at Swindon on Saturday PORT VALE 70 38 b
| shoulder injury has healed properly before | and said: "I cannot come to terms with CREWE 75 37
challenging for a first team place. ‘ the lack of desire at this time.” BURY 53 37§
i BRISTOLC 70 35
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1998/99 SEASON

of this season or for the 1999/2000 season please contact
Richard Mackey @ S.T.EC. Tel: (01793)532121

Charlie Griffin Mark Walters

Forward Midfielder
Age 13 Age 35
Signed Signed
from Chippenham Town from 3t
STFC League and Cup STFC Leaguse and Cup STFC League and Cup 3
apps 0(4) apps 16(2) apps 33(5)
STFC goals 0 1 STFC goais 0 STFC geals 11
STFC debut 06 February 1299 v STFC debut 04 Dctober 1997 v STFC debut August 1998
Sunderiand (Division One) Port Vale (Division One) (Division One)

Kit spenzors Kit SPOMSONs_..

] Signed
from

STFC League and Cup
apps B(9)

STFC goals 0 ’
STFC debul Saptember 1996 v
Q.PR. (League Cup)

STFC Leagus and Cup
apps 38
STFC goals 0

STFC debut 07 September 1997 v
Mott'm Forest (Division One)

K1l sponsors...

Jimmy Glass

Goalkseper "

Age 25

Signed

from Bournemouth

STFC League and Cup STFC League and Cup STFC League and Gup
apps 4 apps 7(8) apps -

STFC goals 0 STFC goals 0 STFC goals -

STFC debut 12 August 1998 v STFC debut August 1996 -
Wycombe Wndrs (League Cup) {Division One) PR

Kit sponsors

George Ndah

Forward )
Aoe 24

STFC League and Cup
apps 33(1)

STFC goals 11

STFC debut 22 November 1997 v
Middlesbrough (Division One)

Kil sponsors

WWW.swindon/fc. demon.co.uk/index him

Sol Davis

Age 20
Signed
from Youth

STFC League and Cup
apps 22(1) {
STFC goals O :
STFL debut 05 November 1997 v
Q.PR. (Division Onej

STFC League and Cup
apps 37(2)
STFC goals 2

STFC debut 08 August 1998 v
Sheffield United (Division One)

Kit sponsors...

COACHES e s 50330

Steve Mildenhall

G o ey

Age 20
Signed
from Youth

STFC League and Cup
apps 0

STFC goals 0

STFC debut August 1997 v
Cambridge (League Cup)

FORTY TWO ]
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KIT SPONSORSHIP 98/99 SEASON

Lee Collins Chris Hay

e - & " 1 G S

umcnaﬂl ) : Forward

Age 25

Age 36 Age 25
Signed from Signed from Signed from Gueens Signed
Newcastle United Albion Rovers {Scof) Park Rangers from Celtic
STFC League and STFC League and STFC League and STFC League and
Cup apps 25(3) Cup 2pps 2(2) Cup apps - Cup apps 18{7)
STFC goais 0 STFC goals 0 STFC goals - STFC goals 6
STFC debut August 1994 STFC debut November 1995 STFC debut August 1997 STFC debut 09 August 1997 v

Kit spoesars SDONSOIS.

Age 29

Age 25 Age 31
Signed from Sianad from Signed from
Sochaux (France) Nottingham Wimbledon
STFC League and STFC League and !K. : Il STFC League and
Cup apps 2(4) Cup apps 16(2) Cup apps 24(1)
STFC goals 0 STFC goais 3 STFC goals 2
STFC debut 09 August 1997 v STFC debut 17 January 1998 v STFC debut D8 August 1938 v
Crewe Alexandra (Division One) Reading (Division One) Sheffield United (Division Dne)

e i idheldes
Age 32 Apge 29

Signed From Signed from
Ipswich Town Hearts (Scof)

Age 24
Signed from
Reading

STFC League and STFC League and STFC League and STFC League and H
Cup apps 35(2) Cup apps 3 Cup apps 122) Cup apps 24(1) ;&
STFC goals 1 STFC goals 0 " STFC goals 0 STFC goals 0
STFC debut August 1993 STFC debul March 6th 1998 v STFC debul - STFC debut - (Division Two)

i ip) Bolton Wanderers

Age 26 Age 31

Signed from Signed from Signed from

Biackburn Coventry City Gillingham

STFC League and Cup STFC League ano Cup STFC League and Cup

apps 38 apps 9 apps 37(4)

STFC goals 0 : STFC goals 0 STFC goals 17

STFC debut November 1995 STFC debut 25 September 1988 v STFC debut 14 March 1998 v
(Division Two) Tranmere Rovers (Division One) O.PR. (Division One)
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Tells us about the Youih Davslopment at the County Ground

When | first came down to do the job
three years ago there wasn't much
happening in Swindon and of the six lads
that just signed professional contracts,
there was one local lad.

Unfortunately at that age if you haven't got them then
someone else has. So | went all around the country, even
Northern Ireland, trying to recruit good young players
and | think that we did pretty well. With the recruitment
system, we get a call and go and watch them a couple
of times. Then if we decide we want them we have to be
quick because there were other clubs in for them. Some
you get and some you don't. | managed o sign the lads |
wanted but it was hard work because you have to sign
their parents as well. Out of the lads that have just come
through there's a couple of internationals, which is good
because we haven't had too many over the years plus
it's always nice to have internationals at Swindon Town.

At the moment Swindon Town have not got Academy
status, which is mainly because of the facilities in
the area. If we had access to top quality facilities
then | don't think getting an Academy going
would be a problem. Other clubs have got that,
like Bristol City in conjunction with the College,
so their facilities are ready made. The charter of
quality states that you've got to have a certain :
.standard of facility, such as a 60 by 40 foot indoor ¢}
playing area, which is twice the size of an y
indoor gym, so it's a problem because
in this area we haven't got this
sort of facility.

It's import to develop youth in
modern football. We've heard
about Youth Academies in
Europe and seen the benefits
for teams like Ajax. Since
Howard Wilkinson became the
FA Technical Director he has
had a look at what was being
done and achieved on the ‘[
Continent and infroduced it to this
country. This sort of initiative is great
for football in this country and it's easy
for the Premier League because they

_."P

FORTY FOUR

can go out and spend £10-15 million, like Liverpool have
just done, but it is a lot harder for the smaller clubs to
get the facilities. Obviously a ciub like Swindon Town
cannot afford £10 million. | think in the long-term it
would be a good investment to spend a couple of million
on some facilities but at the end of the day there are
only so many kids that you can recruit from one area.

A team like Liverpool could probably stretch their
resources over a broader area.

There are a lot of Nationwide clubs going the Academy
route and | think you'll find that these clubs have close
ties with local companies who are providing facilities.
The Gaffer has come from Peterborough and they have a
great youth system set up. They linked with a local
Insurance Company that provide all the facilities and
they are producing some guality young players. We are
trying our hardest to improve facilities in order to qualify
for Academy status but that might take a few years and
in that time we might have missed out on all that
development. We are trying to get a sport Lottery grant

and if that happens we can get started straight away,
but the facilities are paramount and | can't
stress that enough, that this area is lacking

in facilities. | think there are only two astro-
turf pitches in the area, which is unbelievable
really. As far as Sunday football goes, we've
had massive problems. If you have Excellence
kids then you need excellent facilities and at
the moment, three nights a week | have
the all-weather pitch at Greendown
and two indoor gyms, but on
Sundays | need two surfaces of
high quality and in this area it's
near impossible to get them.
You need good surfaces to
produce better technigue, it's
no good playing on pitches
where the ball is bobbiing all
over the place because
players are not going
to improve.

There are regulations set out by
the FA Premier League that all the
clubs must have a Football Academy

but there are no regulaticns for the
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Nationwide League. So you don't have to, but if you
want to play against the best teams in the country, you
have to because the rule says that Academy sides
can't play against Centres of Excellence. At the
moment we're playing against sides like Oxford and
Bristol Ravers when I'd like to be playing against the
big lads to see how good my kids are.

We've got kids at the Centre who are seven years old
and we can sign them when they reach their eighth
birthday. We've got five age groups from under 9s to
under 13s and about 18 kids in each age category, and |
think we've got all the best players in the area. | think
we missed some at the under 14 level before | came
and also some ages are weaker than others. We've tried
very hard to tighten the net and not miss any players
from the Swindon area or within an hour from the club
so nobody slips through. Up to the age of 12 we can only
recruit players from within one hour’s travel of the club,
but that is a big radius because it includes all the
London clubs as well as the likes of Bristol City/Rovers,
Oxford and Reading. Actually, all the big clubs could
probably get here in an hour because there are a few
loopholes in the system that can be exploited and I'm
sure they could jump in a helicopter and get here in a
hour if necessary. | thought that we wouldn't be able to
recruit under 12s from Ireland but | found out that if we
can get them here within an hour by whatever means
then we can sign them. So the competition is red-hot.

As far as education goes, Academies are required io
have Child Protection Officers and Education Welfare
Officers who monitor that side of things. All we do at the
moment is that our kids carry on at their own school and
we.work hand-in-hand with them. If there are any
problems at school then the teacher will notify us and
vice versa. If one of the kids are not performing at
school then we can help out by getting the kid in and
telling him that we're not going to play him. They are
representing the club both on and off the pitch and
we are determined that if we don't make a footballer
out of them then we hope to make them a better
person and that's all we can promise really.

More importantly, starting next season, rather than the
old YTS Scheme they will enter a three-year scholarship.
For the first two years they will go to college in the
morning and play football in the afternoons, doing a

SWINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND VIEWS
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minimum of 12 hours a week. In this time they will do
two ‘A’ levels in the first two years and in the third year
they will take another one, so they will have something
to fall back on if they don't make it. if they want to go
onto University and further their education then they can.
In this year's intake of 16-year-old's |'ve got some bright
boys there who could potentially go to Oxford and
Cambridge so they have the best of both worlds really.
But obviously at 16 we want footballers really, so we try
fo keep it two-thirds football and one-third education.
We try to keep the education just as a back up because
we need footballers first and foremost. These players
have been together for two or three years now and last
year they played 25 games and only lost one and that
was partly my fault because 1 put four trialists in. We
beat teams like Aston Villa and they're usually at the top
of youth development so it was quite a nice scalp for us.

When you do go the Academy route, the kids are not
allowed to play local football, school football or county
football. At the moment if they come to us, up to the age
of 13, we say fo them that if they want 1o they can carry
on playing local football but after that they piay for us.
However they can still play school and county football as
well as playing for us and | think that is teo much to ask
of a youngster. It is difficult because if a player just plays
for us and doesn't make it they will have missed out on
the entire county and school matches.

When | came here three years ago I think there was
only about 60 kids signed on, and now there's about
130. You might say that's just quantity but that's not
the case. From the age of 13 down we've got some
bright talent. | think we've got some great kids
coming through, especially one 13 year old and I've
spoken with him and his parents because we want to
sign him up untii he's 19 because at the moment he's a
different class, so the fuiure is looking bright. Really we
have to wait two more years before these under 13s
become 16 year olds and they can become scholars and
then hopefully go on to the first team. We have now got a
progression system put in place and the kids can evolve
right from eight years of age to regular first team players.

This all means that Tom Jones is now getting the
players coming through at a decent level so he can then
work with them and help them progress to the first team,
which hopefully the six lads we've just signed will do.

FORTY FIVE



see every

.__Nationwidg__

L FOOTBAULITAGUE T

The Football Trust has been providing support for
football throughout the UK for 22 years

A major new funding package made up of annual
contributions from The F.A. Premier League, The
Foothall Association, The English Sports Council, The
Football League and The Professional Foothallers
Association has been added to the Trust's pools derived
incame to secure its future.

The Trust has 3 major part to play in the success of the game
and will continue s wital grant support for lower division
clubs to complete the Taylor programme

The Trust is about a great deal more than bricks and mortar: it can
handle grant aid programmes of every sort and provides essential help for the
game al all levels.

The commitment of the Government and the new funding partners to make full use of
the Trust's grant aid expenience and expertise will have the support of everyone who
cares about the future of our nationai game

thefsstballtrust ™
f = 1elping the game. %;5\

<
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TEASERS

SSISTANUNY IO

YOUWEGOLT AN

in 1371-7‘2
@ Where was it played?
(I Whébeat Derby County

6-0 to record the biggest
FACyp Final win?

@ Which player has scored
the ‘most FA Cup goals

(5 Who is the, youngest
playerto play inan FA
Giip Final at Wembley?

@ Name the youngest scorer
in an FA Cup Finat®

(> Who holds the record for
FA Cust Einal wwifs?

@ Who were the last team
outside the top division to
play in the FA Cup Final?

wogsey - uogog “HEdu - PEAI oKD POy
- WeufUET) TRIOSEY - PRGSO | CuM 0005
OUM USPODD) AL (SIY| S 0UM DAET) Sddsd £

"SIAST USIY 1] Woop 348 v Loy SN0 URRRERY
ssoy 'y Bun ugeyy | Gusesyy 5.0uN, TN SESEIMEN

- pemds Ang LopeqUE), - SET 000y mIN SpeE
FEP (SO USRI BEBL LT, SR THEL PUSeOUns
@ "y ‘pegn) sespounyy £ s4ep 51 =81

spesE A o 5 AN o5z s L 0861 B S=a)
S g 5 “goodean Isen) us 1R ¢ NG £ B0
ufReunsy Z EREB0UCW S| | L1505 RSMmsny
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In Iinewmls»mndon College's w:mnhnennn lifelong
arficipation, the normal course fee of
e isooly a registration fee of £5.35
ey charge £14 for the
s makes a total charge crf

l_ﬁeceﬂhewﬂluseacnyand@ﬂsm,whchhas 3 ; !

 thige modules in word processing, spreadsheets and usinga of children attending aﬁer—sdndﬂluywpportat i |
database, The courses are designed for a range of people, !
from those who have fittle or no knowledge of computers to 4 |
ﬂwwmmmup-gmdemmnsmm% 3 ] infor ' !

]

(e

# 1The Swindon '!'mvm Fasmm is
Stand What was onggt
completely transfoi
which has 26 cong
conditioning, mﬂ-adjl.lstabfe chairs arﬂ
maximum comﬁfwmle studying.

Each studennsallnca'hd 120 hours to cunmletetheemnse
four hours a week. Students can use the centre at any time
between 9.00a.m and 3.tmpm on Mondays to Wednesdays and

#' 59,00 to 5.00 on Thursdays, and non—matchSahnﬂays
Students would normally book fime on a'¢ or tvo
4 }gmrsatanyonetimeandtlmy'ﬁnsl use cenlreaﬂeast
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“bright young
: English players into English first teams
¢ and, ulfimately, the England team. Just
¢ last week we saw Paul Scholes, a product :
of Manchester United's youth system,

i score a hat-trick at Wembley for England,
¢ 50 obviously the whole country does

Flanagan, Paul McAreavery, Frazer McHugh BE A S W Sogin,

A

e

'whatsmemmmfmmammmev

In early March Swindon
handed out six professional
contracts to youngsters from
the Centre of Excellence.

and Jamie Mills were lucky enough to
graduate from the frainee system.

take a closer look at the varied nature of

the youth development in clubs across the
55 ¢ gyms and an indoor centre. A new indoor

i soccer hall is scheduled for compietion in
i 1999, This Academy will tutor 180 boys

¢ under a full-time staff of 18. In a country
: where training faciiiies are inadequate; the
i Liverpool Academy is a quanium leap inio
: the future. For the duration of the youngster's :
i foothalling education they will not kick a ball
i in any other shirt than Liverpool's famous
- red ane and they will not have their

couniry. We need io understand what an
Academy aciually is, who has them, how
they work and how they recruit their
youngsters. With so much aftention
focused on the promotion of Football
Academies we need to look at the

 significant benefits and costs to both ciub

e’

in February, Liverpool Foothall Ciub opened

: its new £13 million purpose-buit Academy
In this week's Matchday Magazine | will ; 24 Taining centre. Bui on a 45-acre site
: on the outskiris of Liverpool at Kirby, it

boasts 12 piiches, dassrooms, residences,

foothalling brains tampered with by coaches
m«mmmmm

'plinsnﬁyhihemaﬁﬁem

In September last year, the final
graduates left the FA's National Centre of
Excellence at Lilleshall. Historically this
has been Britain's showpiece Academy,

_~ which has produced much of the cream
. of young mtmmeiastﬂmws

nnpmo":ng closure and the drar

at ﬁrassroots level is increasing, but at

the same time some are arguing that the

‘opportunities fo play in the top club’s

first-teams are decreasing. This will no
doubt leave many aspiring professional
footballers high and dry. Al present there
are 34 Football Academies in operation
and many more under development or
consideration. Premiership clubs are now
required 1o set up a Football Academy
developing boys aged nine upwards.

The idea is that the FA Academy will act
as a nationwide youth training scheme

designed fo ease ihe flow of young

SWINDON TOWN CLUBCALL FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND VIEWS
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This is not confined fo the efite clubs.

: 1t is also necessary for clubs in the lower
: divisions to promote youth excellence.

: At present it is vitally important that the
 smaller clubs develop young players -
i because they can often be a sound
mv&ztmetmfﬂieymﬂiegrade

equipped for fife, he says, “parents have

to sign a code of behaviour. They can
¢ watch games but they must behave
: themselves. They must never ask me a

FEE'bom@muhasMplayersmda’E
i the age of 21 who have represented their :
i country, which is a remarkable number

¢ for such a small club. Peterborough has
- been able to develop an effective Youth

: Academy with the help of Pearl Insurance
i that rent out its facilities. Plus they have
i one of the best Youth coaches in the

: business, Kit Carson. He has a siringent
¢ football philesophy, which encourages

: youngsters to become better people and

By Daniel Prescoit

question that a kid can ask for himseff.
: The boy mustdo it. If | go out in the

evening, when | get home there are

i messages from littie nine and ten year
i olds on my answerphone."

Peterborough are already assessing the

i benefits. One 16-year-old, Matthew

¢ Etherington, has already been linked with a
i £4 million transfer to Newcaste, but

i Peterborough boss Barry Fry rejected the

: offer because there was not enough money
: guaranteed up front. However, he will

: almost certainly be sold on because it is the
: sale of young talent to the bigger ciubs that
i keeps the smaller clubs in business.

You cannot measure Liverpool against

{ Peterborough because one is attempting
i fto furnish its first team and win major

honours while the other will inevitably sell

i s young talent to keep the club in
;- business. This was highlighted recently
‘wihen Arsenal signed 16-year-old

become a common occurrence for

i smaller clubs in the future. Any bright

i youngsters will be snapped up as quickly
as possible by the top clubs. The gamble

: might be worth it in the long run because
¢ been more in the region of £5-6 milfion in
i ayear's fime. You only need to look at

: Michael Owen o undersiand the potential
i that some youngsters possess. They can

- i be in 2 youth side one minute and then

i scoring the goal of the toumament in the

Swindon are looking fo the future and

¢ hope to embark on  high-yielding youth
: program of fts own. The success of this
¢ year's Centre of Excellence has shown

¢ that there is a wealth of talent in this

¢ catchment area. To achieve Academy

: status Swindon nesd to improve, develop
i are currently quite fimited. Funding is
needed to boost the recruitment and

 further the development of its local

¢ youngsters, o that in the long-term

i Swindon may be able to produce

¢ first-team reguiars and full internationals.
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| saw my first game at the County
Ground in 1989.

At the time | was eight and only really began to
take an interest in Swindon in the 1992/33 season.
This was obviously a memorable season as we
reached the play-offs and won a place in the
Premier League.

ON THE BENCH:

My greatest memory from this period wes seeing  [eetse)
us win 6-4 away at Birmingham City after going 1-4 Steve White
down! This is an era that | will never forget and this -
is reflected in my 'Dream Team' selection.

In each programme we will ask one of the Swindon
Town experts to give us their dream 11... This week
Defender, Gareth Davies, gives us his Division One
Dream Team.

Wright - Will be a great addition to the Premiership...

Gray - Will almost certainly be a Premiership player next season...
Dyer - A broken leg has kept him out for the end of season...
Fish - Has given Bolton strength at the back. joined from Lazio..,
Clarke - Is definately the best midfielder outside the top flight...
Summerbee - Plays the wing-back position and gives 100%
Frandsen - Is dominant in the Wanderers' midfield...

Walters - Has a fantastic touch and adds vital experience for us...
Keane - Wolves will do well fo hang on fo Rep. Ire. International..
Phillips - Can’t stop scoring for League leaders...

Eadie - Flying winger and England B intemational...

Manager: Gareth Davies

This side has an attacking element and would also keep the
goais out at the other end.
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What is your role at the club?

I'm the Maintenance Manager, working
with the Stadium Manager, Mike Hughes.
The most important aspect of the job is
the safety and welfare of the fans. Our
jobs are hectic during the week, but

round checking things like fire alarms
and exit gates. Everything has fo be
100%. We're permanently patrolling the
ground, looking out for any littie thing
that could cause trouble or lead to a
problem for the spectators.

Presumably Hillsborough has
had a massive affect on you
directly then?

Oh yes, because the rules now are
extremely tight in all directions. We just
cannot afford to be caught out at all.
Recently we were visited by the FA and
the Foothall Licensing Authority. They
inspect us on a maichday from a long
time before kick off right up until the
fans have gone home. They actually
have the power to implement penalties
such as reducing our stadium capacity if
they consider that we are not carrying
out our responsibilities correctly. [f they
make any recommendations they must
be put into action straight away.

What kind of things, for
example?

Well, from the smallest of things, such
as a small number of fans persistentiy
standing thereby infringing the all-seater
ruling, to large scale confrontation

now very rare. This is why we have had to
look so carefully at where away fans go
and how they're treated. The safety
people would ask us why we didn't iake
action after, say, the West Brom and QPR
games, when we had lots of angry fans
complaining that they were getting
neadlessly cold to the point of neading
medical attention. That's something we
must be seen to be taking action against
before it gets too much of a problem.
Also, the protest of the fans after the
Watford game was a major issue of
course. It was a case of expiaining to the
authorities what happened and reassuring
them that we were doing all we could to
prevent it in the future.
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! Winners are

: there projects
i you are

: working on b
: right now? {

: is to be a restaurant

: adjoining Winners. At

: the moment it is the

¢ Family Lounge, but most
: fans won't know about it
¢ because only a few were
: allowed in before. Once

: jt's finished it will be

So hew to you make

: preparations to prevent
: problems like these?

In 2 way we play mini war-games, you

i know, taking the darkest side of

: everything. Between myseif and Mike
really take off on matchdays. Then we go © Hughes we generally cover most things.
i One of us comes up with an idea or

i problem and we discuss it from there.

i Usually we feed off each other, so
mentally we're prepared for most

: eventualilies before they happen. We

i have to think of the negative side of

i things a lot like that.

But your job can'i really be

described as negative?

No. that's right. For exampie myself and

i Mike led the team that built the new

i Winners Lounge. As the old fans will

¢ know it used to be an old working man's
: club, with a skitiie alley and dart boards,
¢ efc. But we could see the potential of
i the place with it all smartened up. We
: moved in and from start fo finish it
: was achieved entirely with our own =
i staff. No outside contractor was &

¢ brought in. On the opening
: night it did make me feel
: good to seg our finished
i work. CIiff Puffett

: (Director) called us up on
: siage and gave us a
: preseniation much o
i my embarrassment!
i But!could see my

i wife and Mike's wife
: were stood there and
problems, which thankfully these days are : it made me quite
: proud.

Other than

Our next big project

sponsored by _
EBWILTSHIRE SOUND

103.6, 10434103 .55

i available to all fans, so they can have a

i quick meal before the game. To my mind
: it will be a bit upmarket from most

i places in Swindon and | expect it to be

: as big a success as Winners. There are a
! lot of walls to be demolished and new

! fixtures to be installed but I'm sure that
: come the new season it'll be a great

i improvement on the current lounge.

Ron Topp - Swindon
Maintenace Manager
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FOWLER THE FLOP

FACING CLUB ACTION OVER

|.... Fowler, whose goalline ‘snorting’ antics
guring the Merseyside derby on Saturday
haamea&ertunmppﬂﬂers,was

“diiting the 2-2 draw at
mmwmam; i
iethargic and meffective performance.
The burden of public opinion and the

| threat of disciplinary action by the FA on
Friday - his 24th birthday - when he and

| mnlsea‘s&wnem&uxmt”

andsa:dmmasmug “Hhegoash 3
mmmmummk

e is a similar case !u&%l:anhna.lb
‘had a lot of problems #a France before he
- !"zame over to play in England buthe = -
| proved himself evem:ﬂyandwmm
sticcesshul.
'idnnwunkﬂobhesaﬂcciedwhe

the game against Everton and he was

probably tired on

this occasion.it

| would be .

| understandabieif  JHER
precccupied with the i)

furore his latest L

bizarre behaviour

| has created. The

FA is poised to

hit him with

FIFTY TWO

ptd:lemshelaml-lemﬁedvmhdm

mﬂmﬂ!mﬁsam
' time fo be ﬁﬁsﬂmandmism

neeﬁagc anymn eise.”

FA CARLING
PREMIERSHIP
P W D L F AP

1 2
1 13 63

i 9 b 52 28 57
3213 8 11 34
32 12 10 10 #1
311111 8
3 12 7 1
31 10 1 42 4 8
11 45 42
WiMBLEDON 32 10 11 11 36 48 &1
TOTTENHAM 37 9 13 9 35 37 4D
SHEFF 32 171 5 16 38

IDDLESBORD
W

Chelsea playes/
manager Glanluca
Wialli believes his side
are stil! not in the title

race, despite their 1-0
viclory at Charfton at the weekend.

With the top two teams, Manchester
United and Arsenal, both drawing,
| Roberio Di Matteo's goal edged the
Blues nearer to the {op of the table, bul
he said: “We are third and there are sfill |
two teams in front of us, bath of which
| are great sides and more experienced
| than us.
| “They're both in a strong pesition and |
| | can't see them throwing away the g
| chance of 2 fitle. If there Was only one of |
! them in front, we mighl make it - but
with two, | don’t think s0. §
“We're nnt taﬁﬁg about poor teams - |

i
¥

SUICIDAL EVERTON
SLIP INTO BOTTOM THREE 2

Two terrible
Randed Sheffield
Wednesday a 2-1 win
at Everton to push i
the Merseyside giants into the
Premier League relegation zone.
'\ With none of the top four English sides
in action, attention was centred on the 1

relegation battle where Coventry City and |
Charlton Mhlebc claimed importam wins. §

‘-ﬁ‘ SATURDAY'S PREMIER

LEAGUE FIXTURES

Cvsi]  soumsampTON
[JvsTd  roRest

CvsC ] wesT ham
CvsT  crancrow amm.

ASTON VILLA
DERBY CO.
LEICESTER

MIDDLESBORD

FA CUP

SEMI FINALS

L £ O

manutd v amsenar
newoastie [ lys( ]  ToTTENHAM
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fark Walters
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the swindon fact files the key: c > immsronc -

DATE OPPONENTS RESULT ATT ' ' '
_ 1 2 3

Sal  Aug 08 = Sheffield United A 1-2 i 15,937 : A ROSINSON HALL

WED AUG 12 | WYCOMBE W. WC1(1) H 21 | 4,682 GIASS . ROBINSON | HALL

SAT AUG 15 : SUNDERLAND H 11 : 10,207 TALA | ROBINSOM | HALL

Tue Aug 18  Wycombe W. WC1 (2) 2 02 2478 TALIA ROBINSON HALL

Sat Awg 22 Wolverhamplon W, A [13] 21,537 TALIA KERZS AKE HALL

SAT AUG 28 - PORTVALE H 11 : 7,800 WA | ommEsaE | owa

Mon Asg 31 Bury A 0-3 . 4513 TALIA KERSLAKE HALL

SAT SEPT 05 . BRISTOL CITY" H 32 : 8,537 S T | KERSLAKE naLL

WED SEPT 09 OXFORD UNITED® H 41 8,305 GIASS © KERSIAMKE & HALL

Sal Sept 12 Porismouth A 25 10,108 TALA | KERSLAKE .  HALL

SAT SEPT 18 . WATFORD H 14 : 8,781 TALA - KERSLAKE HALL

Fri  Sepl 25 Tranmere Rovers A 0-0 . 5,501 TALIA - ROBINSON WILLIS

Toe Sept 29 Bollon Wanderers A 1-2 16,497 TALA | ROSINSOM WILLIS -

SAT OCT 03 STOCKPORT COUNTY H 23 : 7,961 TALIA  C ROEMSON | DAV

FRI 0OCT 09 HUDDERSHELDT. H 30 ! B316 TALIA : ROBINSON | HAL

Sat Oct 17  Ipswich Town A 0-1 - 13,212 TALIA ROBINSON HALL

Tee Oct 28 Birmingham City A 11 19,485 TAUA  © BOSINSON HALL

SAT OCT 24  WBA. K 22 : 8,957 TALA | ROBmSON | Al

SAT OCT 31  (QUEENS PARK RANGERS H 31 . 8500 TALA  ROBINSON | RALL

Sat Nev 07 Crewe Alexandra A 20 4,469 TALIA . ROGINSON HALL

Sat Nov 14 Bradiord City A 0-3 14,897 T TANLOR HALL

SAT KOV 21 CRYSTAL PALACE H 20 - 11,718 TALA : ROSINSON ©

Sal MNov 28 Grimsby Town A o1 B 657 TAUR . ROBINSON HALL

SAT DEC 05 . NORWICH CITY (FA.C2) H 1-1 : 8,262 TALA  ROBINSON | HALL

SAT DEC 12 = BRADFORD CITY H 14 7.447 TALR  © BOBINSON © :

Sat Dec 19 = Bammsley A 31 15,342 TAUA  ROBINSON HALL LETCH TAYLOR HULBERT -  HOW

SAT DEC 26 WOLVERHAMPTON W. H 10 | 11,627 T : ROBINSON ©  BALL RULSERT | TAYLOR | BORROWS & NOM

Mon Dec 28 - Brisiol City A 1-3 16,257 TAUA - FOSINSON HALL WULEERT :© TAYIDR : WDAM  : WAIE

Sat Jaa 02 : Bamsley (FAC3) H 0-0 . 8,016 TAL | RDBINSON | HALL HULBERT | TAVLOR | HOWE | WALTES

SAT JAN 09 SHEFFIELD UNITED H 22 - 7,583 TALA - ROSINSON :  HAL G LEWCH TATLOR | BORROWS & HOW

Sat Jan 16 . PoriVale A 1-0 5,405 TALA - ROBINSON MALL LETCH TAYLOR  BORROWS HOW

Twe Jan 19 . Bamnsley (FAC3)Replay A 1-3 10,510 TALA HULBERT HALL LETCH TAYLOR BORROWS HOW

SAT JAN 30 | BURY H 1108 L 797 TALIA  KERSLAKE HAIL LETCH TAMLBR = REBAES  WALTEC

Sat Feb 06 - Sunderiand A 0-2 41,304 TAA | KERSUAKE HALL HOWE TAYLOR = BORROWS - WAL

Sa, Feb 13 | Oxford Utd (FA.C5) A ! 0-2 8178 TALIA - KERSLAKE HALL LETTCH TAYLOR = BORAOWS = WALTE

SAT FEB 20 & PORTSMOUTH H 33 | 10,110 T oRosmsow | maL UnTE | WNOR ; BORRGWS | HOW

Fri Feb 26 . Watford A 1-0 8,692 TALA ROSNSON REEVES LENTCH TATLOR | BDRAOWS #g

WED MAR 03 TRANMERE ROVERS H 3 23 | 5726 TMIA O CEHUNS : REVES LHIH  © TALR BORRDWS £OwW

SAT MAR 06 : BOLTON W. (FA.CS) H 33 i 8,392 TR | COUWS | BEVES | LETGH DAVES . BORROWS . 0

Tue Mar 09 @ Stockport County A 1-2 6.098 TALA - KERSLAKE REEVES LEITCH DavIES BORROWS - HOW

SAT MAR 13 ' CREWE ALEXANDRA H 12 | 7434 TALA  KERSLARE : REEVES WALTERS HALL _ BORROWS : HOW

Sal Mar 20 : Queens Park Rangers A 0-4 11,184 BLASS | WALTERS REEVES LEITCH HALL BORROWS :  HOW

SAT APR 03 | IPSWICH TOWN H B . 10,337 GIASS : UNTON - REDAES TR HML | SORROWS @ HOW

Mon Apr D5 | Huddersfield Town A 241 11,719 TALIA UNTON . DAVIES TAYLOR HALL HULBERT ° v

SAT APR 10 : BIRMINGHAM C.(FA.CSF) H ?

TUE APR 13 | WBA A

Sal Apr 17 : Crystal Palace A

SAT APR 24 . GRIMSBY TOWN- H

Sat May 81 | Norwich City A i

SUN MAY 09 : BARNSLEY H 47 :

Sat May 22 : FA. Cup Final i

THIS SEASON’S TOP GATES LAST FOUR GAMES
SAT21"NOV VS CRYSTAL PALACE 11,718 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN A WON 2-1
SAT26™DEC VS WOLVES 11,627 IPSWICH TOWN H LOST 6-0
SAT3*= APR VS IPSWICH 10,337 0.P.R A LOST4-0
SAT15™AUG VS SUNDERLAND 10.207 CREWE H LOST 2-1
.
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i NUMBER IN BRACKETS
DENOTES SCORER  DENOTES PLAYER REPLACED( )

8 9 10 12 13 14 e
HAY . L CUERYD | TAMLOR m 33
HAY BNUORA | BULLOCK |  NDAH © KERSLAXE | WATSOM(E) | TAYLOR ?
DA OMUGRA | BALLOCK . GDODEN | mAWS | WAY  : ComnvDi | 58 38
woAH ONUORL | BULLGCK | | mave  CURRVO(] . GUASS | 63 52 _
S wy | mausx § cooom | owens | mewsm | cswor : | [ MAIEORD 40 16 13 1155 52 @1
NOMM | ONUDRA  EULLOCK | GOODEN = COWE . DAVIS() | omme HUDDERSFIELD A1 14 14 13 57 B4 56
h | oMgom © seuccx | GooBEM | wastwia) | Cowe  savem) | CRYSTAL PALACE 41 14 14 13 S5 60 56
mf' ﬁﬁ*;:* mm :fx ?mmmmé ';: "‘m“’ WEST BROM 40 15 8 17 62 67 53
M b e i NORWICH 40 13 14 13 2 53 53
CUERY0 | BULLOCK | GOODEW - WATSON mioR | cowss) GHISESY el s 13 s -
e T = - onsdnie | weiaoe BARNSLEY 41 12 15 14 51 49 51
oRUDEA T MDAM GOODEN BELLDCK nuL | cusavoos) | TRANMERE 41 11 17 13 56 5 50
oNgoR: | BUIDCE | GOODEN CUERYD WATSON | WELS STOCKPORT 40 i1 16 13 45 48 49
ONUDRA  BULLOTR S000EN HATIS) WATSON(10) - DAVIS(S) SWINDON 40 11 10 19 53 74 43
o Bl ol Bcom m: s Bl ~ | | PORTSMOUTH 41 10 13 18 50 63 43
| I 1 1
DHUDRA LETH S000EN | WAISONGS) | HULBERTSS) : BULLOCKS) | g;"‘ﬂﬂﬂ ﬁ 190 1; :: :? :; :ﬂ
ONUGRAZ] SULOCK GOOOEN WATSON{T) CamPAcHA - COWES)
CHUDRA FEN GOODEN | WULBERTT) (CAMPASNA @ COWE PORT VALE 39 39 70 38
oNUDRA | FEEN GOODEN | TAVLOR(1O) | BULLDONS | HOAN(1Y) | 40 48
ONUORA ENN NDAM WOWES) | HULBERT(S) : LEMCHOIE) - 40 b
OMUGRA | TENM oAvIS RAY(10) | TAYLORGN) - BULLDORT) | BnlsTULc 39 48
CHUSEA ©  NDAM DAVIS HAY HULBERT(S) | BURLOCKT] |
ORUORNT} NDAH DAVIS WALTERS(S)  WATSON BLEIDONE) -

OMUGRA S BULLDCK | DAwS WATSONTT) | REEVES | WALTERSH) |
R e R FIRST TEAM APPEARANCES 98/99
NDAH  EUMDOK : GOODEN | COWHE) | OMUORAT) | KOTUSED
: RS
| woeoe _we _mc ]

ONUDRA :  GOODEN | WALTIRS | WATSON | WULBERT |

ORUORA cOooEN oaviS Cowt RULBERT(Z) REEVES
ONUDRA SOODEN DAVS  WALIANTI) WATSON(T) | COWES) m’;‘:&ws ‘;’ ‘T& “T s: -
ONUORA : GOODEN DAVIS WATSON wiLLsS WA SAGHER BURLOCK 356) 3 3 =
ONUCRA _ MAY DAVIS ROBINSON(1Y)  GODOEN(Y) GRIFFING) Sam 2 ) 5 ?
ONUCRA © HOWE ) GOCDEN ROENSONG)  HULBERT(Z) HAY(4) 2 2 3
RugEs HAY|Z} DAVIS HELBERT(7) | GRYFIN | GOOGEM[1) ﬁnmm“us :::: 5 = s
BMUDRA HAY : GO0DEN KERSLAKE(T) WALTERS COLLNS(T) P"IIJJP'PE CUERVD 28 8 0 2
[ | e[| ] | (= s S e
WALTEHS 7 HAY . GODOEN MALLT) COLl mSid) DNUDRAIS) mmm 3 . L 8
! JIMMY GLASS 3 1 a [
GRUGRA | Wi | GOODEN | GRYFME) | TMOR = TY GOODEN =0 3 = =
ONUORA | HAY GOODEN = BEL TR LINTON(11) TAVL0R CHARLIE GRIFFIN ) ] ) 0
CNUORA | BRADIEY | GOODEN | MULMERT®) | WA | WAUTERS(®) | GARETHRALL 2 1 5 75
ONUORA | BRADLEY - GOODEN HAWS] | WALTERS(S)  BOAROWS SIS RAY 5 : = =
i BOBBY HOWE 14(2) ] 2 3
ROBIN HULBERT 6(9) [] 2 [}
DAVID KERSLAKE 12{2) 8 [
SCOTT LEITCH 2301) 8 1 0
ALAN MCDONALD [] [ [] []
STEVE MILDENHALL [ ] ] []
| GEORGE NDAH 33(1) [] 2 n
e ! S | IFEM ONUORA 35(3) 1 1) 17
ALAN REEVES 24 1 ] 2
Desigl"led and Produced by MARK ROBINSON 23 ‘11 1 ?
/‘_‘ = . FRANK TALIA 35 1 2 0
\lll(q) CRAIG TAYLOR 102) [] 2 ]
- - ’ MARK WALTERS 31(4) 1 1 T
ADVERTISING & MARKETING KEVIN WATSON 16 (1) (1) ]
Tel: 01635 35546 « Fax: 01635 37946 L bl . . . .

J il

Design: Derrick Johnson « Editor: Daniel Prescott
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‘;&:II GA]IETH 'HOLD MIH
Referee: Rogers. s L c—
Furnandiz * D

Roger is 45 years old and T —
| iwdrks as a Technical . BOBBY HOWE _) ﬂ  MARTI} NGER )

::'; tsalBS Maﬂﬂger, andis [  GEORGE NDAH “IMARTIN O'CONNER

* | married to Karen, ) ﬂ & )
He has two chlldren

Bradiey 17 and Rachel 14

Assistant: Referee

Kevin Hawkes
Richard Melmn

ath Official: | k e a— — _V
Chris Ward CLWWAUQS ) ﬁ K‘—”JOHQ Mccam )

match facts C

gEES

NS
Full-Time Score

L T =
Today’s Attendance

' ROBIN HULBERT ) ﬁ kmum:om

| IFEM ONUORA Jﬂ\ LEE BRADBURY )

o () (S5 (S

. TY GOODEN -~ PETER NDLOVU )

S
e
-

Borrows' experience will be
, key in this confrontation.

'E\ He will have to be at his very
best if he wants to shut out the

Nationwide League
VS GRIMSBY TOWN &

Smndnn Town Football Club, County Gmund Cuunty Road, S|mndon Wiltshire, SN1 2ED

0891 121 640




